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Drafted By: _|mjr D/L 

Case ID #: 44A-AT-C102222 (Pending) 

Title: CIVIL RIGHTS 

COLD CASE INITIATIVE 

Synopsis: To set lead recommending opening of new 4 4A matter. 

Enclosure(s) : Redacted FBI file #157-102 and four newspaper 
articles. 

Details: Since 2007, the Department of Justice (DOJ) and the 

Civil Rights Unit (CRU), FBIHQ have led an initiative to reassess 
all unsolved civil rights era hate crimes in the southeastern 
United States. This includes 15 murders suspected of being hate • 
crimes committed throughout the state of Georgia from 1946 to 
1966. The purpose of this initiative is to determine the 
investigative viability of each case. 

On 11/14/2008, lead s were sent to several Atla nta 
Division RA's requesting that I I steps be 

taken to assist DOJ and CRU in determining each case's viability. 
On 03/26/2009, DOJ and CRU conducted an on-site audit of the 
Atlanta Division's cold cases. DOJ and CRU made recommendations 
for all 15.cases. 

One of the 15 cases involve^n^omb explosion that 
"through the Ringgold, Georgia hoite of the Green family, 
killing Mattie Green, mother of si x. 4tl4/Jinjuring [ | 


Three other ch.: 


m who were 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


To: Atlanta From: Atlanta 
Re: 44A-AT-C102222, 03/31/2009 


in the home during the explosion were unharmed. The case was 
investigated by the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and the FBI 
in 1960. Research has revealed that only a redacted version of 
the FBI file remains. 

DOJ and CRU identified this case as being viable and 
recommended it be opened as a full Civil Rights investigation. 
This was based on several reasons. First, no clear subject(s) 
was ever identifi ed in the orig inal investigation. Although the 
FBI file mentions I or a splinter group of the Ku Klux 

Klan as possible subjects, it does not provide any evidence to 
support those notions. Second, the case involved an explosive 
which likely gives the case a federal nexus. And finally, the 
FBI file makes mention of other bombings in the area at the time. 

Based on the foregoing it is recommended that 

Dalton RA open the Mattie Green a full Civil Rights 

investigation. Further recommen<^^^^^^a:igative steps include 
identifying and interviewing members of the victim 

and any other logical investigat^pf^^p: Dalton RA deems 
necessary. »s 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


To: Atlanta From: Atlanta 
Re: 44A-AT-C102222, 03/31/2009 


LEAD(s): 

Set Lead 1: (Discretionary) 

ATLANTA 

AT DALTON. GEORGIA 

Recommend that Dalton RA open the Mattie Green murder 
case as a full Civil Rights 44A matter. 

♦♦ 
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NGGgLD):Ga,rt^.-No motive 
Been^esUbUshea in the’blast 
Ringgold'Negro home which 
i,Mrs. MatUe Green, 32, and 
eiTher husband and a child 
}. .Thursday, Catoosa County 
Iff J. D, Stewart said Friday 


fiUn|. pointing to the reason lor 
the.;'explosion," Shcrlfl Stewart 
stated. He Is being assisted In the 
probe by. two agents ot the Fed¬ 
eral Bureau ot Investigation and 
SgL E. M. Whitfield of the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Meanwhile, oltlccrs. .awaited a 
laboratory inspection ol debris by 


Dr.- Herman Jones ot. Atlanta, 
state criminologist, who visited 
the scene several hours alter .the 
blast had splintered the lour-room 
house. Three other'children asleep 
in the home escaped Injury. 


.Sherill Stewart said-the report 
by Dr. ’Jones Is expected by the 


weekend. His report may disclose 
whether dynamite or some -other 
powerful- explosive was used. 
There were' unconlirmed reports 
here Friday that the explosive 
was black-powder, set otf under 
the bedroom ol the victim. - - 
'? -f/Vi,way from Homo .' 

’ The husband, ; Jethro Green, and 
a son','.Harry, age IT months, sul- 
lered • minor -. Injuries In the 
blast ‘.Two other, children were 
spending’-the.-night, with .their 
grandmother.:"; •- ' ’• 


MRS. MATTIE- GREEN 


reside along another section ol' 
the same street. * '. 1 

Mrs. Green was Instantly 
killed In' the blast -at 1:05 a.m; 
An autopsy disclosed that she died 
ol multiple hemorrhages In both 
lungs, ruptures ol the spleen and 
liver-and a rupture ot a p-jlmo; 
nary vessel ' ' • ■ • 


Funeral services lor ltirs. Green 
will be-held-Sunday at 2 p.m. at 
the St. James AME Church in! 
Ringgold, with the Revs. 0. J. 
Jordan, J. H. Buckner and others 
officiating. .The body Is at'the 
home ol her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 


“ Sherill Stewart late Friday de¬ 
nied;'published reports quoting 


Mose-Adams, in Ringgold. Burial 
will be In Graysvllle Cemetery. 

She is survived by her husband; 
two daughters, Ruth and Urthia 
Green; lour sons, David, William, 
Larry and Jethro Green Jr.; par¬ 
ents; lour sisters, Mrs. Florence 
Madden. Mrs. Mary Lumpkin, and 
Miss Lula Mae Adams, all of 
Ringgold; Mrs. Inez Stamper, 
Menlo Park, Call!.; seven broth¬ 
ers, James and Sam Adams, Chat-' 
tanooga; George Adams, Dew¬ 
berry, Ga.; Charles, Harvey. Le- 


Green has a good record in 
Ringgold, and "as lar as I know 
lhas not had any trouble with any- 
.the sherill stated. He 


one here, . . 

is, employed as a mechanic andj 
bjdy repairman lor Abney Motor: 


£ at nearby East Ridge, Tenn. 
has been a resident ol Catoosa 
nty. all ol his life. 

I The Greens were among Negro 
families living on one section ol 
[a Ringgold street. While families 


Moss; a* foster brother,. Alvin 
Adams. Ringgold, an d several 
aunts and uncles. 
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Thirteen whiter-and Negro 
- youths, hpye -been-,Cned $15 and 
placed; on .one year’s probation 
rafter being found guilty of dis- 
. ^orderly conduct-fighting. In the 
.^arietta town -square melee Sat- 
^hfrday' night.' 

; -^r- ttey were given a 15-day jail 

^.sentence, but it was suspended 
'Oh payments of 'the fines, said 
. Recorder .Court Judge RusseU 
S -fiord., . i 

* v 

JUDGE FORD was asked what 
, be discovered to be the cause of 
the fracas.' “T'don’t know. The 
|. • weather’s getting hot . and 
;• I guess-a.-lot -of people like to 
ftus a little-bit;*’, he said; 
i V '' "'He' said he attached 1 f’no spek 
! ..cial significan.ce’’- .to- tfie fight, 
which- started when:' ope of fhe 
_ youths : allegedly Insulted a Ne- 
j , gro woman. - - ; 
l. ’ J . Included in the 13 were five | firl 
i -a, juveniles. Because they'had pre-' 

: ,y~vj ous records, Cobb ’ Juvenile 
! ■ /Court remanded, them! to- Judge 
> •-. .; Ford's custody :ahd >they were 
- • tried with'Jthe,’others .Tuesday 
,- - afternoon.:"" S • / 

... T”' One of those arrested is yet to 
v be. tried. Cecil Bryant, 19, . was 
*. still in Kennesione Hospital being 
-=> treated for a-knife wound in the 
chest 

. * • • • 

ACCORDING TO police rec¬ 
ords, those fried Monday were 
, Pauline Alexander, .18, Negro; 

. Mary Louise Shelton, 18, Negro; 
j". . Douglas Cook, 18, Negro; Charles 
•• ‘ ' W. Fowler, 17; James W. Fowler, . 

24; William’Alvin Haney, 18; Ed¬ 
ward John Cook and David Eu- , 

! . gene Cook, 21. ^ 

Names of the $ _ 

17 years of age®§JlSSeld ini 


Slight 


. SET AFIRE _ 

; • I 

■0 \ Racial Conflict 
Seen in Words 

* Of Quintet • 

. !/it> fe51U,V.rX30URWS 

- sp«!rf (• AtUnU l«oml 

ROME, Ga., May 14-A 26-yea- 
old newspaper carrier for IT 
Atlanta Constitution told police 1 
was waylaid shortly before sunt: 
.Saturday by five Negroes in- 
-Cadillac, tied with newspapi 
•baling .wire and set ariie by tl 
.hair of his head. 

i - .The Negroes told him, the' ca 
.rier told police; 

"We’ll learn you white tra: 
what’s what”..' ' 

- Floyd County Policeman L 
'Snow said the’ assault on Dewi 

Lee Neighbors of 4 Conn St to 
place at 5:15 a.m. in-Horse li 
Estates, in a fashionable secti- 
of Rome. - ' • 

• $ • ' 

• AFTER SETTING fire to N 
Neighbors’? liair, tho Negro 
dumped him into some shrubb’e 
•alongside the street, then set fi 
to Ms car. Officer Snow said. T 
-car was destroyed by flames. 

. Officer Snow said he -was got 
on a theory that the assailai 
were from out ol town, possil 
attendants at a big all-night Nog 
•singing held in Rome Frid 
night. • 

Mr. Neighbors said the -m 
were about middle-aged, and < 
not appear to .be drunk, the offit 
said. 

• The newspaper earner, deliv 
ing the Saturday morning edits 
of The Atlanta Constitution at 1 
time of the assault, was not 
riously injured. Officer Snow s; 
he suffered abrasions from be: 
. drug on the ground, and his h 
was partly burned. 

OFFICER SNOW, who was 
-vestigating the incM""' 

•cer — 


has 

MOSCOW (U’PJW- Soviet au- 
thor Boris Pasternak is sli*** 1 - 

improve <— 
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ROME,. Ga.. — (UPI). — * 
planned lie detector ' - test (or » 
Rome' newspaper carrier who said 
■five•'Negroes Jumped "him, bound 
lilm with wire, and'set lire to his' 
hair-and Car, was cancelled Thurs¬ 
day.;- i»»y 2 2 Ml 

Floyd County Investigator Bill 
Hard said Huey. Neighbors, 24, had 
consentdd..lo,.the. test and was tak- 
,en tov'Atlorrta Thursdays Tor the 
test. 'However, shortly before the 
test' wos-to' be' administered, Neigh¬ 
bors said he was sick and the test 
•had to-be cancelled. 

• :It was-pointed out that.a lie de¬ 
tector test can only be given with 
the.consent of the person to be 

■ said they were -leaving 
unturned in the case, 
said he was'delivering 
rly last Saturday, mom- 

'ca’r'off'the ,; road. • • '•}. . 

\ -He 1 -said that' ’ the Negroes MBS 
'“Weill show, you '-white Ml® 

Neighbors sold'he was pot robbed 
and know, of no reason for.'th'e at-, 
^ck./;v, 


25 Pounds Of Dynamite 
Used, Sheriff Estimate $ 


By. UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 
• - Stole Crime Laboratory experts Friday examined metal frag¬ 
ments found at the scene of the b ambing-of a'Negro, home in 
finggold Thursday but expressed little hope their investigation 
would lead to a quick solution of the'blast that took' the-life of, 
i Negro mother. - '- _ _ _ f 1- • 

Jon.dlttejk'M, t - t ' '• ■■ ■ ■ 


• Dr. Herman .-*-«,*»,** 

he -crime lab, said that jfo&tidsi, 
ors had “little to work offsJn.'Orff 
ose. He said. -“Well prCBcijIy W 
ivestlgating X this one si3tgf£3e 
lonths. ■ ... 

IWeTe conducting, tests on several 
lings picked up at the scene.’' "’ 
; Ho added • It' was not likely the 
lime laboratory would be In-a.po-' 
tlon to Issue, a report on Its, fInd¬ 
us Tor some time. 

The blast killed 32-year-old Mrs. 
attlo Green, mother of four. Her 
isband, Jethro, and the 'Children 
caped Injury.- .. • ' • 

Catoosa County Sheriff J.- D. 
eivart'sald the bombers, used-an 
tlmated 25 pounds of dynamite 
llch they placed under the bed- 
am of the sleeping couple. He said 
e bombing apparently involved 

racial angle. .... 
loncs. said the metal fragments 
peared to be part of a container 
which the dynamite was placed. 
Vh autopsy performed on Mrs. 
een’s body- showed .that.she.died 
internal Injuries.received-from 
Kblapt.. Acting. Police Chief-Bill 
G^pw. said that, the; autopsy, had 
irvrequested because “We wanted' 
make sure.” . 

Ihe'liblftst., occured early' Thurs- 
rl’.Tiipming as the family .slept.. 
lrs,\Qrcen.was crushed.by falling. 


- “'-'^ifovy •3hort'.days''agb, the stale was shocked and-lheinav 
S-^^uRB^disgrace'd by-the 'wilful, bombing of a Negro home which 
jfi/ resulted) in, the. injury of members, of the family and the oul- 

right 'killing'.of"'# mother. This .happened'near the little north 
H Georgia town of Ringgold, up in .the chennile spread mountains 
G where this humble worker .had made a living for himself and 
E family working In the nearby city, of Chattanooga.' 

K V.-.' - The discovery was made that the simple cottage had been 
bombed, with the mother having died and the father left, un- 
K conscious for a time. ‘ 

9 1—Testimony'rang from every section that the-occuponls of 

the..home,were poaceful eitlzens; that the head of the'house had 
no-known enemies,, and the family status was of such as to 
2 convince, those In the community that no one was immune from 

— such"an'*attack} as -was visited upon this, humble home. 

<a ifr/ihe gdvornbr'df.the stale offered a reward for the.appre-; 
N. H^t6icki.'ofwh6ever''cdmmitted the cowardly act. 

>• ll r S.?t'iS-edf'n^tly-hopod that this hoodlum' ring,, beginning at- 

2 lacks'on 'ihfiocent homes and killing and injuring the inmates. 
Will beJn.IppedHii'/tho' bud; that no such; practice, is ip order and 
tKdt-ciHzehsfsljoblcf 'hol ; be under such’.duress' as renders their' 

W ' '' - , 1 ’ •/ : .-v’^’A-'; 

* “f?-rrThe ..countfy. : .|elqngs to the people; every citizen should be 
5 accorded;. equal '^riyllego .in enjoying, whaleyor advantages or 
^ omorfunitiesT'^oined' upon any other citizen." 1 . '■ - j . 

> 'ai jHosithe.'dqyS^ip^when'a cl.tizCn'canhbl go"to bed-at night 

5 wbh]'jheiassur6nc'e...tliqt; he-willibe 'g'wdkehed' in'h’fr backyard,* 

q With’ his'KoiVib In •.s'jjllntersfh'b y if/s'iaea'd;' a'hd children.' screqm-1 

3 mg' and .bleeding?, .-.V.^gSt 

3 I'.it'.SUch . a ; condition,) carmot .be talked,-about, probed, ;aqd, 


•ttie^dynamlte went; off 


ifibusb,-; 
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|>robe Dynctmtiing 


*'nS.h*TA PAIL' 


^ft.JOREINLEA ./ A L .? *.»*» 
ISblS)'- The- Negro community of Ms 
; town :»ill deployed In .thocjt and bo- 
relollveo of dynomlle-blbM ;victim Mrs. 
prfporalions .for. her fun era L . •. 

-lve mother'l lurleo-Threc other'children. iuIto 
held this- In brother room, were=uulnlured. 

’ - 1 end two 'others welt roendlnj tbo 

night with their sroodmothcr. 

; .'Catboon*County'“Sheriff J. D- 

E ert denied reporu Uiot n euo- 
had been under euMlloolns I 

hild ™ hkiedTStae up with n 

urn u,o , Udne polnUns “ “ ropU.e lor Die 
luunhly eeotolon.- the ShertTf 
nnmmf rotedno'liM njiood record >" B ‘"8- 
— ' toid eod. ee lor a» I know, hoe not 
Gd ony trouble wlUi enyone. 

. MIll.TIfl.E 1NVEBTIOATION • • 
’•'W'uV »V 'Two.oBehU'lVein the PUf end 
8^'$$ on wnt of the 0~Jlk 
»t® iMesUsOllon 


i •••• RINGGOLD. Gd.-. - (SHS) '• 

■quid lllllo Nonli.,Georgia' (own 
wildormonl Saturddy..qs rolollv 
Molllo Greono made 
-. Scry lees for the otlmc 
of. oi« clilld.on.wlUI K , K 
ulternoon ot .2 p'clock ln the Bt. 

John JtME church , with Uie RoV. 

Jordon. J. B. Buetoeiv Vfl 

t olllolotinit. pmiul 

mo»IUo ^niiitdry^. •;&£? 

.■' bVeedu'wno roleflr .liarffi d') iEtod^thit 
tier Inleblind when-.e. thnOOp;.-! hold. ro.'o r 
dous cxoloalon dlrcolly beneoth tl)"1 thing pomUns 
houoo mode o. complete 
of the four-room ‘ Ifftmu 
»H*r •evcnUen-montb-oM baby. 

Mlocp in Ilia bed. wm blown Into a 


and q 
*el.'f.< 

Mi 

larso 
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SiliSS 


^TSMNGPOLD 


‘VfcSV; ! .*i- * '• -. ^ 

1: ' V' • •> (. < ' . * • , * .... _l n,«,T'.ia,oiiocwpnifl n rp.oort from the 


the nicest colored men -I'veever .-receive a report from .the crime 

l_ - rh-irtien .TrVrv llVOC I ln}> “ ~*f* * V?. 


c6nUn^d From Page 5 ! ceived*'W klud-.of warning or 
f threat. . " . 

'dynamite, wks placed uadi* the . , ■ ^ that I went to 

bed^m^ theXSreen home. ^ ^ ft 4n I woke 

; ‘ The * sheriff said racial hatred, up 0 ut in the back yard,” he said. 

may have been a motive, but that ’ ... 

investigators have turned up no t ?u S;' c “ scene. The explosion snauerea aideroonstrauons. ne saiu .use 

evident of such a motive.- . ^^e wreckage by?is Kycai- ™> dow on one slde o£ hls house ’ I count5 ' has ? “ tnparat f vel ? • i ? ,ad ? 

Green himself said he was at old son, . - Green’s employer. J. Howard 

a loss to explain the dynamiting. - . Abney of East Ridge, Tenn.de- 

Green lives ai tne eoge or a SCT ibed ihe ineumiue as i peaca- 
-I was’ bom and reared in Negro, residential area in b , man who "just doesn't make 
Ringgold,” Green told The Con- jungr-’-" • •—* 

stltution. "Tve lived in the same bors 
house for. about five years. Tve 
never had any trouble. I thought 
everybody liked me.” 

. crfeen said he had never re- 

: j . T- bor, described Green ns "one of [may be several days before they 


known-a real Christian who lives lab. '~X ■ “'.Vv,> V ■ 
right and tries to bring his chU- 3 aerifr Slewert Eai d racial re- 

dxen up right, . .. .. lations in-Catoosa County haye 

Mathis said he-was-among, the been good, although there have. 
, first persons to arrive at-the blast been a few recenf Ku Klux Klati 
Green was knocked unconscious | -jb e gxpjorion shattered a demonstrations. He said .the 


Negro population. • '■ 

. ‘IWe’.ve never had trouble with 

scribed the mechanic as a peace- Negroes here,” the sheriff • said. 

- 1 ’* — "Oh, one may get a traifihicase 

people mad.” •_ once In a while, but that's ijbout 

Meanwhile, the state crime lab- all.” ' . ’ 

, oratory was silting through the J-Isi-'- 

Green said he counted his white deb ris of the homo in hopes of »i - 

eighbors among his friends. ending some clue to the dyna- I 
Gordon Mathis, .a white neigh- miters' identity. Officers said it I 


^ov.'Vandiver offered a $500 rewardTnursday for . 

Snation leading to.ffie arrest and conwchon of d>ma-. . 

:rs who blew up a NegrO house-m Ringgold; lolluig b 

oman’ and injuring her husband and baby son. -• r 

• • - ' - _1 r .-jbe governor condemned the t 

• •'* outrage as .'a. "dastardly act." , 

S S'Tie-bombing.of i a home and j 

the resuHant.-murder ofajnother j 

of foilr'ichildrCrr ufeaj'cowardly 
and 'belnous.-fthrijg.-'ttepugnant to 
all' iaw abidingraiidTaw-rcspecUng t 
citizens,” Vandiver said.V •' *• 
.'The blast ripped apart the five- £ 
Toom frame house of Jethro 
Green, a 39-year-old. Negro me- £ 
chanic, about 1:05 a.ra. Thursday. * 
Green's wife, Mattie,.- -32, was “ 
killed, and Green and - a baby “ 
were injured. Three other chil- s 
dren in the house escaped injury. / 

Both thr Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation and the Federal / 
Bureau ol Investigation joined a 
Catoosa County Sheriff J. D. & 
Stewart in investigating the blast a . 

But Sheriff Stewart said Thurs- fc 
day that no leads have been 1 
turned up. He said it appeared 
•that between 25 and 30 pounds of 

Pi 

Continued on Page 11, Column 3 al 


$500 rewardTriursday for 

- - J-!_ 

anon lKdume tv/. v —_—" .- , .i|;_ _ 

who blew up a NegrO hoiKe-in toggpldi^kdlmE: 

r condemned the 
'dastardly act." 










tment of Justice 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


.... Post Office Box 98128 
Atlanta /''Georgia 30345 ■ 
February 19, 2003 


Soutern Poverty Law Center 
400 Washington Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 

Dear | | 


b6 

b7C 


Reference is made to your Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request dated January 29, 2003 which was received in the 
Atlanta office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) on 
February 3, 2003, regarding Mattie Greene. 

Documents pertaining to your request have been located; 
however, before a release can be made, they must be reviewed to 
ascertain if they warrant classification under, current standards. 
Please be assured that your request will be handled in turn, and 
we. will notify you of the results as expeditiously as possible. 


Sincerely yours, 


THEODORE JACKSON 
Special Agent in Charge 



Chief Division Counsel 



W'Al' !°W' $ 




epartment of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER 
400 WASHINGTON AVENUE 
MONTGOMERY, AL 36104 


b6 

b7C 


April 16, 2003 


Request No.: 0972979- 000 
Subject: GREENE, MATTIE 

Dear Requester: 

This is in further response to your Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request. 

Information which might relate to your FOIPA request was located by a search of the indices to 
the Central Records System at FBI Headquarters. However, this material is unavailable and has been 
placed on "special locate." If and when it is verified that the information is pertinent to your request, you 
will be notified. 

You may file an administrative appeal by writing to the Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. 
Department of Justice, Flag Building, Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 20530, within sixty days from receipt of 
this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal" or 
‘Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy - 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


( 







J 



U.S< Beaartment of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 


File No. 





Post Office Box 98128 
Atlanta, Georgia 30345 
March 10, 2003 



l|I§||fUthem Poverty Law Center 
o Washington Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
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Dear 


Reference is made to your Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requested dated January 29, 2003 and our letter dated 
February 19, 2003,. regarding Mattie Greene. 



Enclosed are copies of documents from our files. 
Excisions have been made from these pages in order to protect 
information exempt from disclosure pursuant to the following 
subsections of Title 5, United States Code, Sections 552 and/or 
552a: (b) (2) , (b) (7) (C) and (b) (7) (D) . See Form 4-694a enclosed, 

for an explanation of these exemptions. 

Pursuant to your request, 31 pages were reviewed and 31 
pages are being released. 


Notations have been made in the margins of the enclosed 
pages indicating specific exemptions applied to excised portions 
of the material. gtaj§ 

p| ppll5gg 

The enclosed material is from the main investigSIffesfe 
file in which the subject of your request was the subject of the 
investigation. 


If you.desire, you may submit an appeal from any denial 
contained herein. Appeals should be directed in writing to the 
Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, United States 
Department of Justice, Flag Building, Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 
20530, within sixty days from receipt of this letter. The 
envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of 
Information Appeal" or "Information Appeal." Please cite the 
name of the office to which your original request was directed. 








































iterest of national defense or 


4-694a (Rev.10-18-94) 


s: fT*. 

AfiON OF EXEMPTIONS 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b) (1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept seen 
foreign policy and (B) are in fact property classified pursuant to such Executive order; 

(b) (2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b) (3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that 

the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b) (4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b) (5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 



(b) (6) personnel and medical files 
(b)(7) 



r files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


refllillnformation compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 
r elpllllp nlorrnation (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, (B) would deprive a person of a right 
trJpill fjll il or an impartial adjudication, (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 

(D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority 
or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by 
a criminal lav/ enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, (E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforce-.: 

ment investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure. 

could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical 
safety of any individual; 

(b) (8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible 
for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b) (9) geological and geophysical information arid data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d) (5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; . • 

(k) (1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or 

foreign policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k) (2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, bifeVian^crirjtiiTal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
• privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a sourpewh® famished information pursuant to a promise that his/her 
would be held in confidence; tlf^S 


•j rga 

4i|; It 

(k) (3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services fq the - Resident of the United States or any other individual pursues. .. 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; : |J " 

(k) (4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k) (5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant 
to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


%PPj£k) (6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

|8yfe(k) (7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the 
j§||g| who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 


m 
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Blacked out portions of these documents were already part of the copy prior to current FOIA 
processing, as well as the handwritten FOIA exemptions. 


F B I 


Transmit the following in 


Vi a TELETYPE 


Date: 5-19-60 

PLAIN TEXT 

...(■Type in plain text or code) 


URGENT 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, KNOXVILLE 
FROM SAC, -ATLANTA 1$7*-NEW 


UNSUBS,^BOMBING OF 



RINGGOLD, GEORGIA 


; bV 


ONE A.M., MAY NINETEEN, SIXTY, MATTIE'GREEN DASH VICTIM, BOMBING 


MATTERS. 


GBI AGENT ANB FORMER BUREAU AGENT, 


ADVISED AT APPROX TWO THIRTY A.M. , THIS DATE THAT A FRAME 


RESIDENCE OCCUPIED B 


NEGRO MALE, AND HIS WIFE AND 


FIVE MINOR CHILDREN WAS DESTROYED BY A BOMB, BELIEVED TO, HAVE BEEN 
DYNAMITE. MATTIE GREEN, NEGRO FEMALE, AGE THIRTYTWO, WAS KILLED IN 
THE EXPLOSION AND ONE CHILD RECEIVED MINOR INJURIES TO AN ARM. THE 
RESIDENCE IS BEING GUAFU3ED BY RINGGOLD POLICE UNTIL DAYLIGHT AND H23 
WILL BE EXAMINED FOR EVIDENCE THEN. BUAGENT ON SCENE, OFFERED XER30 
SERVICE^i^^^^ORATORY, IDENTIFICATION DIVISION, AND COVERAGE OF OW. 


OF STAI^^^^P 


|SUSPECTS THIS BOMBING CONNECTED WITH TWO 


PREVIOliflfJjfll^lNTIAL BOMBINGS IN CATOOSA COUNTY, WHERE RINGGOLD IS 
COUNTY SEAT. BUREAU HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY ADVISED OF THESE TWO BOMBINGS, 
FURTHER SUSPECTS BOMBING POSSIBLY INSTIGATED BY A RADICAL 
SPLINTER GROUP OF THE DIXIE KLAN. ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION WILL BE 
CONDUCTED ALOMG WITH SEARCH OF CRIME SCENE AT DAYLIGHT. AT APPROX. 


EIGHT A.M., DR. 


OF THE STATE CRIME LAB DUE TO ARRIVE 


FROM ATLANTA TO PERFORM AUTOPSY AND TO EXAMINE CRIME SCENE. BUREAU 


END PAGE ONE 

A»._ W _ 

Special Agent in Charge 


C ^ - M Per MF..d 


IS1 - /' 













FD-36(Jtev. 12-13-56) 


'■■isJ 


F B I 


Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via - 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


PAGE TWO 

WILL BE ADVISED OP ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENTS. LOACL MILITARY 

y-''' , ~ /Q. -t r/ ,£ir 

INTELLIGENCE ADVISED. ^ J 


~3lr>JESTtGr>a 

Uoo 6 foe. 



Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


.M Per 








Blacked out portions of these documents were already part of the copy prior to current 
FOIA processing, as well as the handwritten FOIA exemptions. 
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Blacked out portions of these documents^ 
current FOIA processing, as well as the Hi 


Atlanta 


mwm 

MATTIE .GREEN, VICTIM 


$h am original ana copies 
tafclo for aiodoiRlnawm one Wm 


Him 0IC Betaohmentj 





*»*«•< 



packed out portions of these documents were already part of the copy prior 
■current FOIA processing, as well as the handwritten FOIA exemptions. 


fcGGOLD, GEORGIA 

Witys v "' ‘ 

BOMBING MATTERS 












































Blacked out portions of these documents were already part of the copy prior to 
current FOIA processing, as well as the handwritten FOIA exemptions. 


URGENT 


5-20-60 S-1S Ail EST 


TO DIRECTOR AND SAC ATLANTA 
FROM SAC KNOXVILLE 157-45 


RINGGOLD s GA. , 


UNSUBS s BOMBING OF RESIDENCE OF 
ONE A. MAY NINETEEN s SIXTY/MATTIE GREEN DASH VICTIM 5 
BOMBING MATTERS. RE' ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU AND KNOXVILLE 
.MAY NINETEEN LAST. SOURCES AT CHATTANOOGA 5 TENN. s CONTACTED 
MAY NINETEEN LAST FOR SUSPECTS INSTANT 'CASE 5 NEGATIVE RESULTS. 
■END. AND ACK 

'•'A 10-16 AM OK FBI "A BJM 

ETELXBI OK FBI AT ESC 
TIJ DISCM 






































Blacked out portions of these documents were already part of the copy prior to 
current FOIA processing, as wdig&ttie handwritten FOIA exemptions. 
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lA SEARCHED ..-....,..,lNDEX£D.... 
SERIALIZED.FILED. 

\ MAY 2 3 I960 


Blacked out portions of these documents wereialreaay part of the copy prior 
to current FOIA processing, as well as tfi* hand^/rftten FOIA exemptions. 
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Blacked out portions of these documents were already part of the copy prior te ■ 
' current FOIA processing, as well as the handwritten FOiA exemptions. 
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RS..\S«J> ■ .:K ril! • . 

ll «*8 i 1 i 

: ;, ifl«d p.„ . . . 

!,le OBi Hi iiri-c;: 

veslijiation. 

Sheriff Stewart said shon- had 
been no racial trouble jr. Binge old : 
af all and the only theory that! 
he coiild advance, so far was that j 
n was a “personal grudge" rather 
than any racial slrite. " ~ ■ -•'-f 
The sheriff said 4&e»ni : 
family was well like$V--‘tf 

The house-was locai'a^^i^^f, 
street in the N e g 

miles south of 

Dr. ffenqan Jones ol the State. 
Cnme Laboratory in Atlanta was 
to perform ah autopsy on the 
body of •fee- victim Thursday 
"“S , at L Tri-County Hospital 
at Ft,-Ogleihor^.,, 




MO I HfeR O 

IH HOME B< 


;• Husband, Child Hurt os Dynamite Bla^t 
Destroys House; Personal Grudge Seen 

j pV , vrprvr h n A, 'o 1 '' 

Mrs. Jethro Greene was hilled, three feet deep under the h-vsa. 
her husband received e bruised Tbe sheriff said that somewhere 
shoulder and their 17-month-old between 25 mu? 30 sticks of -Jvm- 
son, Larry, suffered a contusion mhe had been placed under i.ne 

of the band. Mrs. Greene was house. - - - 

dead on arrival at the Tri-County Bill a&Grsw. amu •• . 

Hospital ai Ft. Oglethorpe. police ai Ringgold, S e 

Sheriff J l> Slewajt of Catoosa ; morning no dues a> to *> - 

\ ,J “ V a.-: me explosion rotke-.. ’ ’'hid the explo.'ior. 

■' i ns TV;-.., ,, n 
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Idocumerits were already part of the copy prior to 
j/ell as the handwritten FOIA exemptions. 
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Direct or, RBI 
ATTENTION! ESI LABOR^te 

SAG, Atlanta - (157-103) 

ONSOBj BOMBING OP. RESIDENCE Qi 
RXNGGQBD, GA», 5/W6G; 

MATTIE GREEN - VICTIM 
BOMBING MATTERS 
(ATr oo) 


5/26/60 

■V 



Re Atlanta teletype to Director 5/19/6®. 

On 5/20/60 ■■■MB SA, Georgia . 
Bureau of Investigation, a ro™er Bureau 
Agent, advised that on 5/19/60, he submitted 
a whitish substance found a t the explosion 
site to Dr4SHHHBH^xamlner for the ■ 
Georgia Grime laboratory, for examination, 
and on 5/20/60 ^■■■advised that the 
substance was Ammonium Nitrate, 

advised that investigation reflects ' 
that this substance, which contains 33 1/3 
Nitrogen, is commonly used as fertiliser; 
however, it can be used as a component part 
of a mixture which dan be used as a powerful 
explosion, 

WBB/Km advised that he contacted the 
superintendent of the dynamiting crews who are 
blasting near Ringgold oil U* S* Interstate 
Highway 75, andSdetermined that the explosive 
mixture is made as follows! • 



1 gallon of diesel fuel is mixed with 80 lbs. 
of Ammonium Nitrate, and allowed to set 
for at least $m hours*- After this period,,.-the 
cad he used mV: blasting* ' The 1 mixture 
iS ctetenated. hy use of a 1-4/2 lb* of tee 
which in turd is. detonated by -either an eie ctasic 
or fuse-type dynamite cap* ^UlM 


; >ic 


Bureau 
|t/*- Atlanta 
|||!mel 


'V x 




I{?-/**■ 


J 2 ^ 


--*Y 



Blacked out portions of these docume 
prior to current FOIA processing, as 
exemptions. 



re already part of the copy 
the handwritten FOIA 


AT 157-102 



advised that this explosive mixture is used 
exeTusTvSy by the company* identified as Ledbetter 
and Johnson, Route, Ga„ unless ^charge is to be 
in contact with water, because of the fact the fertilizer, 
which comes in 80 lb* bags, costs approximately $80,00 
a ton, whereas an equal amount of dynamite costs 
approximately 00.. ' ■ 

^—advxbcu that it is believed the container 
noldin^the explosive mixture, which had been secreted 
under the victim's house near the bedroom, was a 
* slop . ter', th is opinion being based upon the report 
of DRjMHHBvrho advised that the metal pieces found 
at andnea^cne scene of the explosion were 
enameled similar to the above type container. 


This information is being furnished to the Laboratory 
inasmuch as similar type explosive devices may be 
reported or inquiries concerning same may be received. 
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NEGRO "iiOTHEU. kiLLEi)—A 'SSycar-nla "Negro' mother. ’Mattie ‘(|l|i|j|p$p » 
wrecked Her home in Ringgolil, Gii. -Her husband, .Tetlifo Green, &n<5|g^^j|Sg$teE 

plosion.' Three m<-» h«r_slx children vmx^tan^nfffi 4 ’"' 

■ aw»*’*«iooga Free n-esrer - oftatranooga , 


Dynamite Wrecks Ringgold Negro Home; 
Wife Killed, Husband and Baby Son Hurt 









^t^Woman Isp 
As Blast Razes H 

. •5V..i i - - ' Special to Tltc'C 

RINGGOLD, Ga.—An explo 

si on. eay^Thursday blew' apai'l 


3ftitte djBJ HifteS 
--T'" Catoosa' Cc 
■V Stewart said, 

thei/bUr-room home of .a Negro wag 

.lidfa lWhi 

f antily * 'on Guyler - 

Itllling. thg mother and injuring 
the husband arid an nfant son. plosion, 
Three other'.children-sleeping in a.-.h--— 
theVhoiiSe’ escaped, injury. ' bris.-;by. 

:The• ’• blast. brought'.: ,------ 

death ’to Mrs. Mattib Green,-32. reach 
Her husband, Jethro Green, and after 
1 Larry .Grbch, 17 r rnonth old ; son|and 
l of the couple, suff 
] Injuries. 


, "In my opinion it nmm chouse, was' 
dynamite.’’ . Sgt. E. M. L ^ ou t. cioj^fei&ifcrs.and. 
Street here;'-Whitfield, GBI, withheld com- pcr3oha l b e 1 in g s' were 
merit on' thotnature of the cx- hurted *•? U'&& 

hiding coippletion of Tha^ rfiported detcct 

laboratory mspoction . of .de th8 unmistakable odpiy of 

.Herman.. Jones, c< *£, le> . the'^-explosive; corn- 

instant state ic r i mi ri p i ?:g i s t, w;ho pound . found . in d y n a nU te; 

.■. »* 

’uhi gold' .-police and-summoned.-.a 

•ollected hits, of « spun t- alUs . Bornar ambulance,, said 
ahd'ishattered .house to .'the-' .Body . of Mrs 

back to his-office in At-->, Giteeri in the yard outside what 
. |was once the well-built, well- 

i ma - 1 The Federal Bureau of In- • kept house. 

tate- agent from the resident agenej fat her and infant, were 

i At- in Dalton to . assist . Catoosa - ^ Jr-> David, 6 and 

i ’the County and-Georgia state au- WiUiam ,"4. Two other children 


ind Sgt 
Thursday 


3;V;aridiver tS® 
^plpneau og| 

.^ifit'ifig down tJfe' 


amiting had been establishedl.^ . hospiul Thursday. after- 
Green, a lifelong resident ol nQb ^ t y ij r: Charles ,W. Ste- 
latoosa County, is a pamtefl Jenson, coun ty physician and 
nd auto body repairman c m i mccl j C al examiner, and Dr. A. 
-loved by the Abney Motor Co.l K Da3 0 f the hospital staff, 
used car agency at 4103 Ring-j The ca uses of d e-a t h •; were 
.old Rd. J. Howard Abney, fol ; nd t' 0 be multiple hemor : 
[resident of the companvG rhages in both lungs, ruptures 
ir-used Green, saying he - had| of . the sp i e en. and. liver and,a 
vorked for the Abney family j rupture o£ a pulmonary vessel, 
■nr 15 years. Abney said Green) T he house . was heated _by 
fad a good reputation. icoal. A coal heater used during 

\ white neighbor, Gordon U/ne past winter had been dss- 
\fithilHSW<Thorne is two connected, Sgt. Whitfield stat- 
loovs , I’uc® ^^Butane gas was formerly 

one better/’ '.ha-''said, ^ 

-. Sgt; Whitfield- salq aW EgW 

had;' not reported i'vfWtJwW- 

' l Tiie S blast'. occurre4^^®^ 
l:05-a'.m., making afe|af®cs| 

I of : . the Well-kept- ;hp%|i«^M#. a- 

street within/-.the-city..Hegcpes! Jk6'7 — /t 

1 ncchPV houses -:along .one .;Scc- : / / f 

.y&f-fhe street ,■ *&****. ! «/.»• f- i i 

families ..live., along;airothe%| i.. /, f-i 


«Mxm 


Chattanooga Times 
Chattanooga, Term 
5/20/60 
157-102 
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STEWART said the; 
i been placed at the! 
the house. The force j 
ion dug a hole about! 
:ep under the house. ; 
said that somewhere j 
ind 30 sticks of dyna- i 
:en placed under the j 

:aw, acting chief of] 
nggold, said Thursday ! 


clues as to the motive 
explosion n 


Blacked out portions of these documents were already part 
processing, as well as the handwritten FOIA exemptions., 
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United Pre>» lnt«rn«tlon»l f 


MOTHER DIES IN BOMBED HOME 

-Mattie Green, 32, mother Ernest Vandiver has offered the maximum, stat 
-d when this home was of $500 for arrest of the perpetr^fars. Ih 

} morning. Her husband, Hgfral Bureau of Investigation.the Geoyga g gea- 
= ininrod when the dvna- %SMhvestigation and local authorities. are-woWfin 









OPlASTlOTi 

Green. Whose Wife | 
in Ringgold Explosul 
Talks With Sheriff 


Serial to Th< CKottcuoooo 
KINGGOBD, Ga. — 

3recn, 40, Ringgold iffi 
vhose wife wa3 killed , study 

LUc'r four-room home 

f ^rerllf"j °n C St°ewartS M 
Georgia Bureau yv VKfcl-'.vfi 

^Sheriff Stewart cmphs^Ml’M 

S&ssws® 

8ay 'af issues with anyone^ *t! 


ittlaftB'gdld residents ov ® r * id he 

l®*; 1 is rl tS? 5? 

Ke 1 > to « 

lw^£ 

P.Ws. Tr “;rBr."*«» 


Kst c srr^*n’i 

fay'-ssHI 
fcSrfc s“>s 

fe5ri" s 

E t °* wm 

lils 


understand this 

"g r to 1 Sheid« V Stewart. On thei G t ne"dymandters 

ietwecn 6 and 6.30 formation'Mdi^ the person o. 


dorn to j 


Chattanooga Times, 
Chattanooga, A enn. 

5/2U/60 

157-102 

ERG/ 





FD-209 (Rev. 6-6-S6) 

STANDARD FORM NO. M 


-Blacked out portions of these documents were already part of the copy prior 
to current FOIA processing, as well as the handwritten FOIA exemptions. 


Office M-emorandum • united states government 

K# ' . 

. DATE: 6/6/60 


FROM : SA 


SUBJECT: 




□» 

CSpc, □, 



pel advised that he had been In eonfcaet with various, 
individuals associated with the Ku Klux Elan __ in the 
Ringgold area after bombing of the above residence, 
and stated that none of these Individuals appeared 
to have any direst jsiBsfledg© of a Klaa participation 
in. mis bombing* He stated that he had heard from 
3f@grp persona, add other white persons mat. this 
might possibly have been a bombing caused by om or 
stare. o ther Keg roes, inasmuch as the male suh|eefc,IB 
Atei apparently heea doing a donsiderahlt amount of ^ 
vwmlm around with various Hegro women, and also that his. 
wife, the victim, frequently ran around wim^aserou^^ 
Hegre men., Re said also he had heard that 
was possibly a Ringgold' organiser for thd . 




informant stated mat ho had no specific information that, 
he @mM furnish regarding the idedity of the persons 




I-r Security Informant certified that he had furnished all Information obtained by 

I_1 him since last contact. 





m*?, 






















Blacked out portions of these documents vvere already part of the copy prior to 
current FOIA processing, as well as the handwritten FOIA exemptions. 
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■^-rfT'^-'to current FOIA processing, as well as the handwritten FOIA exemptions. 


OPTIONAL FOkM NO. 
50107104-01 


UNITED -STATES. Gl^JERN-MENT 


6 / 8/60 


A'tianta 
1 • rf Knoxville 


•it 
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. KX 157-45 


In view of the above,' no open inquiry is being 
made at Chattanooga at this time. 

_Atlanta -t _at_Ringgold, Ga., locate and interview 

JMBPBMBBBBMBBUMBBMBBrThroug h her and ot her 
'logical sources attempt to identify 


RUC. 


END 


3 




1-B1—ATLANTA 

























_ :'ni'WSM, 

Blacked out portions jam 


S 1 




;j$fgre already part of the copy prior to current 
«ta W3 ofo»m^m FOIA processing, as FOIA exemptions. 

j , ™ ,T ’i 1 'T iiip: 

Office Memordndup ^ *^^#4tates government 

i p|> j 4«* h pi H^* *=« '^»-11j 4 < • i'i 

^r|e?7-102 ) DATE: 7/22/60 

-.'- r • J 

SUBJECT; UNSUB; Bombing of Residence of ^ / ^7, ' 

Ringgold, Ga. , 5/19/60; .-• /-/<?!> / cK)—- 

MATTIE GREEN - VICTIM 
BOMBING MATTERS 


TO 


THOM 


O' 






Re Atlanta Teletypt W^Bctor, 5/19/60 
Memo to file , 5/1-9/&3 • 

Atlanta letter to Bfcfetor, Att‘n. FBI 
Knoxville sirtel to .li ! f 7/12/60 

The following is a summary of investigation 
on and subsequent to 5/19/60. /Oispv; 




matter 


AT RINGGOLD, GA. 


• On the evening of 5/19/ 60 while continuing the search at the: explosion 

site Chief of PolicertHBW& found a P iece ° f red and 0T ^ e ^ 

Lfied as being the t"e used in the manufacture of electric dynamite caps. 

Ire was found under some debris located near the southwest corner of the 

residence, near the explosion origin. 


The writer, MB—I Sheriff of Catoosa County, and! 

»mmmJNIHEA/GBI, continued the search ; however no other evidence other 
than that discovered by the investigating officers earlier in the day , and the 
piece of wire was located. 

• A description of the type of chemical believed to have been used as 
the explosive, and the container is set forth in the above-referenced letter . 
from Atlanta to the Director, Att'n., FBI Lab. , 5/26/60.xnxmwiuxmHm 


|advised'that from observations made at the Beene it 
, after preparing the chemidal and arranging the 


Sheriff ! 

aopeared that -the unsub , -» — —-— , _ 

fuse had to' approach^f.v : pap: t ;Of the house and place the explos ive up xmder the 
h ouse i n the general£i#ii#®of the bedroom occupied bygflggfrand his wife. 

advised that®:M#|^ctric cap had been used the unsub would have to 
be in the nearby vic^^^l^^ending on the length of the detonating wire, 
at the time of the ^|p^§| | || | g 

advised that'Wt. : ext§n#ive neighborhood investigation failed 

_ A 4P + rQQf *1 TTimpHi P+. I V 


observed pn;the street immedi etly ^ 

:M\ ' L " i' 


-' 


to reveal ufiat~any person or vj 
. following the explosion. I 

HB advised that-feliMIbdcas^iofryio'-’jjlyesti^atp j 

attempted*aynammng a year or so ago and it-wafe'-^e,termined that'the individual j 
or individuals had wrapped several sticks in ,a, b^d^e'.Trith a Thn'g lettgth!.of-fus^ 
which in turn was secured with tape and when the fuse W^it 

the person lighting same to have at least 25 minutes "to ieave the afea^BRKHL 
advised that this Attempted dynamithig had been unsucessful inasmuch as the fuse 
failed to function,. 
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The following inve stigation was conducted by Special 
I Ion June 11, 2009: 


On June 11, 2009, a review of the Catoosa County News 
obituary archives revealed a June 30, 2004, obituary for BONNIE 
WATERS, Ringgold, Georgia. The obituary listed that she was 
preceded in death bv her husband, LESTER E. WATERS, and was 
survived bv I" |o 





BliS 


1 ? " "q J 

.'C— I 
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Agent (SA) [ 


The following inve stigation was conducted by Special 


on June 11, 2009, at Dalton, Georgia: 


On June 11, 2009, a review of 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 

b7E 


The above mentioned 
hereto and made part of instant matter: 


is attached 


b7E 
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b7C 

b7E 
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The following inve stigation was conducted by Special , r 

Agent (SA) Ion June 11, 2009, at Dalton, Georgia: 

. . . ...b7C 

||pjpf||l§p On June 11, 2009, a review of 

i im 


b7dj 




The above mentioned]_ 

hereto and made part of instant matter: 


is attached 


b7E 



m u 
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The following inve stigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) on April 16, 2009, at Ringgold, 

Georgia: 


b6 

b7C 


On April 16, 2009, contact was made wi 

Lthl 

| regarding the March, 1960, murder of 1 


MATTIE GREEN. 




.1 


b6 

b7C 
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b7C 
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b7C 

b7E 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 05/29/2009 


residence address 


l black male, date of birth (DOB) 


contacted by Special Agent (SA)[ 


Georgia, was 
After being 


advised of th e identi ty of the interviewing Agent and the nature of 


the interview^ 


provided the following information: 


call and was a„ 
been blown up. 


jadvised t hat in May, 1960. he received a telephone 

4- . 4- I I WTimmin nnnmi i _ _ 


.dvls.e.d 


-t h f[ 

I advi 


,_|MATTIE GREEN'S residence had 

| advised that he immediately traveled to the 


residence and observed the house and that one side of the residence 
had been blown off. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


to blow up 



advised that during the time of the bombing. 
Interstate 75 (1-75) was underway and it was 
namite, stolen from a construction site, was used 
ouse. 

advise d that he had heard that MATTIE GREEN'S 



f 


____ ma Y have h ad somet hing to do w ith the_ 

bombing, but due to the fact that | 

nc^KLieve l | had any 


at the time of the bombing, he di 
involvement. 



_|also heard that memb 

ething to do with the bombing. 



b7C 


b6 

•b7C 


information regarding this rumor. 


law enforcement may have 
further' xitmm 



1 i re&dszHsaaa 

| advised that during the time of the bombing, MATTIE 
gkle n worked as a domestic housekeeper in the Ringgold area and 
that | 

Tennessee. 


MATTIE GREEN's residence. 


had no further information re 




b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 


|ng 'the -bombing of 

b7C 




investigation on 05/07/2009 at Ringgold, Georgia 


File# 44A-AT-104 509 


Date dictated 


Ih b6 

-b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



^-^Is fe^t^teV iption 05/29/2009 


■ 1 Soci^ 

_(residence address^ 

cellular t elephone numbed 
Agent (SA) [ 

of the interviewing Agena 
provided the following il 


black male. 




|rth (DO! 


a_ \ was contacted by Special 

iter being advised of the i dentitv 
If nature of the interview, 

£bn: ".K.mum 


not recalled! 


.(advised that on May 19. 
land wa s living | 

I advised that I 


''he was approximately 
lexact address 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 




«ik 
Whwfi 

mnmrnM 


_ I ladvised thatl 

l adv ised tl 

the bombing and death of|_ 

that he once heard that! 

and he specu lated that whoever 
bomb | | res JgfegHpe. 


_jra relv di scussed 

GREEN. I Jadvised 
t nad 

>rior to the bombing, 

I meant to 


surroundings 


b6 

b7C 


ffiSd” no further information r egarding the events 
bombing death I SSSftaa 1 



^P^jr.-Qg^Sstigation on 05/18/2009 at 
jlljgppp g 44A-AT-104509 ^ ^ 


Date dictated 05/20/2009 


: clc 


b6 

-b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





Date of transcription 05/29/2009 





___| black feirp.U|., : date of birth 

I Social Security Accotf3€ > %um ber (SSAN) 


ggpigsp 


(DOB) 


Georgia, was contacted 


1 


residence address 

by Special Agent CSA7 _ 

identj ty of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview, 


t Alter being advised of the 


b6 

b7C 


|provided the following information: 


GREEN, having |_ 

Georgia, her entire life£ 


ladvised that shef 


19, 1 960, she was at her residence located| 

I GREEN 1 s residence (exact address unknown )[ 


, of MATTIE 

J and has lived in Ringgold, 
advised that on the night of Mav 


at approximately 1:00 a.m., 

close by GREEN'S residence._ 

the train stopped and sounded as if it was having mechanical 


Jadvised that 


the 



a train came through Ringgold, passing 
^advised that she recalled that 


problems. 


advised that she then heard a loud explosion and 


went outside to see what had caused the noise. 




been blown up. 


ladvise d that she could see that G 
Jrecal led nume rous articles 



advised that GREEN 


house had 
being 
was taken to 


strewn around and in trees 
the hospital via ambulance and that it was reported that GREEN was 
pronounced dead while en route. 


b6 

b7C 



advised that [ |di 

the event very much; however, sne once nad a conv 


talk about 
^. on with then 

Whitfield County Sheriff J. D. STEWART, who advis efpIp Sjpkt a white 
male named LESTER WATERS had confessed to the bombing and that the 
guilt of same had driven him crazy. -STEWART advised that he and a 
deputy had transported WATERS t, o a mental institution in 

advised that WATERS was believed to 



Milledgeville, Georgia 
have been a cab driver in the Ringgold area during the time of the 
bombing. 


]advised that during 1960, the Ku Klux 



was ve ry activ e in Ringgold and held regular meetings at "Summit 


Hill." 


caravan ta 


_advised that on occasion, KKK members would drive in 

shion th rough the black neighborhoods wearing KKK robes 


b6 

b7C 


and hoods._ 

residents of the neighborhood. 


Jadvised that these actions scared most of the 


investigation on 05/18/2009 at Ringgold, Georgia 


File# 4 4A-AT-104509 -/0 _ Date dictated 05/20/2009 

by SAl l:clc 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 05/29/200 9 


_ j - black male, date of b irth (DOB)I 

S ocial Security Acco unt Number (SSAN) | residence 
address j I Ringgold, Ge orgia, 30736, was contacted b6 

by Special Agent (SA) I I - After being advised of the £>7C 

identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview, 

|_|provided the following information: 

I Iadyi.s_e.cL.that...dur ing May, 1960, he 

MATTIE GR EEN on | |Ringgold, Geo rgia, and tha t he _ 

routinely | in the area. _ , , 

advised that he was "a bit wild" as a vouna man and would routinely 

I who lived in "Slab Town," an area of b7C 

Ringgold near his residence. ! ~| could not recall a specific 

incident of fighting near the time of the bombing incident, but did 
recall fights routi nely with me mbers of the ! I family and an 

individual known as I I 




GREENs 


I | advised that on the day of the bombing, he recalled 
i loud explosion between approximately 11:00 p.m. and 1:00 
[^recalled his mother w aking h im up an d telling him the 
louse h ad been blown up. | | recalled| 

l and seeing police and ambulances at the residence. 


I had no further information regarding the bombing 
death of MATTIE GREEN. 


b6 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



date, Of b irth. L B Q B) 


XSSMil 


ritY Acc ount 


one number 


worked as a do mestic 


house ke-epcc-ars^ta^ 


ng the 1960's 


ritY acc ount 


one number 


Dale of transcription 05/29/2009 


~ | t cellular telephone n umber 

was contacted by Special Agent (SA) | | 

being advised of the id entity of the interviewing 
the nature of 'the interview, | — ;: | : g:&o%L6ted the^ollowing 

information: iS0lf! 


and f 


that£ 


!E GREEN 
ivised 
jN and 
the 


__ GREEN ' g 

_Jdid not talk about" the bog^S 

that she only heard small tidbits of infol||i£§^,--_....^ a ..v.^. 

yea rs • Mjf tt ■ 

_advised t hat I land fairly 

well off financially." asl 


that 


thrown sji 


in j ured-f^tsT - ~ 
of MATTSvSjiI@R||N=rhl 
were raip§ d~ i|J|:h“au- 


white population felt 
f'didn't know their place." 

d that a bomb had been 
Hied MATTIE GREEN and 
d®l advised that the death 
] as the children 


in the late 1970's, the 
ggold, Georgia, area. 


Ku Klu x Klan (Ki._., ___ _ _ 3=1 _, _ 3 _, __ 

| remembered seeing KKK members in white robes and hoods, 
riding in cars in her neighborhood. In addition, on one occasion, 
I recalled that j|||l||>range colored business card had been left 
on her family's maif^lg that read, "Beware, the knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan are watchfllilli/ou." 




advised that she was very afraid of the KKK, as was 


no 


Investigation on 05/18/2009 at 


File# 44A-AT-104509 

by 


12 
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Special,,/ 


qe /t elephone number 
|~V(4ftr ^*!Kr y-T- _ \ After being 

cvangwing Agent and the nature 
dfed ‘bhe fallowing informations , 




Georgia 
cted by 
f the 
terview 


$£ 5 ! 11 


advised that she 


and that oh the niaht of the bombin 


was located |_ «**» 

TIE GREEN.|_^advised that she wa 

early morning hours of Mav 19th by an explosi 


IK 




Of MATTIE GREEN 


k 


rry ana in th 
ff's Deputies 
and preserved 


talk 

gard 


sit J 




05/18/2009 at Ringgold, Georgia 


14A-AT-104509 -"/3 


clc 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale of transcription 09/14 /2009 


_. |___ \ black mal e, date of bi rth f~ | 

_ I Social Security Account Number! I res idence address j-,g 

I residence h7P 

teiepnone nyrnper 1 _ | was contacted by Special Agent 

(SA) | _| Alter being advised of the identit y of the 

interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview! Iprovided 

the following information: 


bombinc 


. that he did not ha-\ 
I home in May, 1960. 


lemory of the 


b6 

b7C 


I Iadvised, that there has been very little talk about 

the event s I and that he only knew of rumors , 

surrounding the bombing ! l advised that at the time of the 

bombing. Interstate 75 (1-75) was under construction in the b7C 

Ringgold, Georgia, area, and it was believed that d ynamite stolen 
from the 1-7 5 construction site was used to blow up] 


I _|advised that he had no additional information 

regarding fche events surrounding the bombing death| 


investigation on 09/05/2009 at Ringgold, Georgia 
File # 4 4A-AT-104509 - /*f 


by SA 


Date dictated 09/08/2009 


- b6 

r:-S2i® b7C 
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Date of transcription 09/14 / 2009 


_. | _| black male, date o f birth| | 

_ 1 Social Security Account Number I i r esidence address pgp 

I residence jj| 

tele phone number I [ was contacted by Special Agent fgf§ 

(SA) | fefey [ After being advised of the identit y of the 

interviewing Agf|||||g§ind the nature of the interview, ! | provided 

th^JaJilowing if^SShation: 


ha. 

thi 


l | [ advised that on tylay 19, 1960, he was very young and 

:memory of the bombing| Hadvi sed b 6 

^ has no information concerning the bombing or the death | | ^71 


skSsb 


investigation on 09/05/2009 at Ringgold, Georgia 
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Date dictated 09/08/2009 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the. FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



















- 1 - 


FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale of transcription 10/02/2009 


_ I l white female, date of birth (DOB) 

[ Soc ial SecuritTAccount Number (SSAN)I y | 

residenc e addre ss | - 

Georgia, | I residence teleph one number | [ P&3 inLi f;/ 

tele phone number I was contacted by Special Age.pt 

(SA) | t After being advised of the identity oif th4 

interviewing Agent and the nature of the in^rview, | |prodded 

the following information: IHf® 

I I advised that l | LESTER WATERS. 

WATERS resided in Ringgold, Georgia, until his death in 
approximately 1988. WATERS was employed in the carpet industry, as 
a taxi driver, school bus driver, and for JACKSON FORD automobile 
dealership in Ringgold, Geo rgia. I I advised that WATERS was a 

very heaaaiffdrinker aaffl^hatl 

il ‘■''' Iwould not further elaborate. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


I _Jadvised t hat she k new that|_| was 

of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) . 1 [ advised that on more thaiF- pi fl 

occasio n she observed approximatel y twenty men involved in 
meeting | I advised that during thesJ^S?? 

meetings^ the men would be dress ed in white robes with whit5Sy§S5 
and that a cross .wpiald- be burned | I advi 

the meetings would.-tak6-place in the| 

located in Ringgdld* Gebrgia (exact address could not be reg5|||| 

_^ ad,V''isd4 that she was not allowe d to attendants! 

meetings a nd believed that she was approximately ! 
when these meetings would occur. 

| ~] did not know if | ~[ vas ever sent to 

CENTRAL STATE HOSPITAL, Milledgeville, Georgia, for psychiatric 
reasons. SH® 



|_] adfifiiSiill that she had no knowledge of the May 1960 

bombing death of MA TTIE GREEN, Ringgold , Georgia, nor had she ever 
knowingly spoken tof 


b7C 

b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 


b02 

_b7C_' 

investigation on 09/18/2009 at Adairsville, Georgia 


File# 4 4A-AT-104509— 



by SA 
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Continuation of FD-302 of 


b6 

■ On 09/18/2009 -Page 2 h7P 


j 1 advised that] 

|had numerous relatives. 

but that most were deceased. 1 

advised ofP lidentified 

as possiblv living in I Georgia. I 1 

aavised that| 

I may nave more information 

concerning LESTER WATERS._In 

addition .1 1 advised thatl I 

may also have additional 


information concerning LESTER WATERS. 


b6 

b7C 


H advised that she knew that former Whitfield County 
Sheriff J. IT! STEWART (deceased) and LESTER WATERS were very 
close. 


b6 

b7C 
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Date of transcription 10/20/2009 


I 


date of b irth 
(SSAN) I 


. __,, white male, 

(DOB)r t So cial Security Account Number 

residence address| | Georgia, 




contacted by Special Agent ___ 

advised of the identit y of the interviewing Agent and the nature of 


was 

After being 


the interview. 


provided the following information: 


ladvised that he had known [_ 


Georgia, but was not aware of a bombing o 
subseque nt death of MATTIE GRE EN in 1960 


°*l 


] 


b6 

b7C 

1m. 

ffl 


the GRE EN residence and 
advised that he 


approximately 

1958. I 

ladvised that 

, 1 


Iwas not aware of 

anyone bein^^ 

HIured 

in the fire. 



b6 

b7C 


]advised that during 1960 J 


Jadvised that USPF 


constructed road culverts for the Interstate 75 (1-75) highway 
project. 


b6 

b7C 


Sr. (deceased) \ 

Ku Klux Klan (KKK) 


ladvised that| 

isecTf 


__|JMvisec 


lwi 


} 


BflafaiilaCWfcWal 


ladvised that | _ 

1 did not like "all the hate."[ 


LIAM EDGAR WATERS, 
_,was a member of the 

3 attended KKK meetings at the 
, in Ringgold. Georgia. - 


J 


] 


_l advised t hat the 

meet ings centered around "hate of blacks and Jews." | j opined 

that | [ true intention was to ha ve an excuse to leave the 

house and get away from his wife. I H advised th at the me etings 


b6 

b7C 


were attended by between three and five individuals. 
identified LESTER WATERS (dece ased) and LEONARD WILLIAMS (deceased) 
as attendees of these meetings I l advised that he stayed at 

the residence of LESTER WATERS on numerous occasions during his 
childhood. 


_ I l advised that in approximately 1966,| 

I I to the C ENTRAL STAT E HOSPITAL ( CSH), Milledgeville, 

Georgia. | l advised that I I was diagnosed with b6 

arterial sclerosis that "was causing him to go crazy." | | b7C 

~| 302 


Investigation on 10/07/2009 at 
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To: Atlanta From: Atlanta 
Re: 188B-AT-84737-C, 10/28/2009 


Fax : 

WrkAddr: 

Wrkadd2: 

WrkCity: 

VWrkSt : 

VWrkCtry: 

VWrkZip : 

WEmail : 

WPhone : 

WFax : 

VicPager:_ 

NOKFirN : 

NOKMidN : 

NOKLastN: 

NOKRel : 

NOKAddr : 

NOKAddr2: 

NOKCity : 

NOKState: 

NOKCtry : 

NOKZip :_ 

NOKHEmal: 

NOKWEmal: - 

NOKHPho : 

NOKWPho : 

NOKHFax : 

NOKWFax : 

NOKPager: 

GrdFirN : 

GrdMidN : 

GrdLastN: 

GrdRel : 

GrdAddr : 

GrdAddr2: 

GrdCity : 

GrdState: 

GrdCtry : 

GrdZip : 

GrdHEmal: 

GrdWEmal: 

GrdHPho : 

GrdWPho :• 

GrdHFax : 

GrdWFax : 

GrdPager: 

PropRet : N 
TotLoss : 000000000 
Lang. : EN 

Disable : 
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Atlanta From: Atlanta 
188B-AT-84737-C, 10/28/2009 
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November 6. 2009 



U.S. DepartOMt of Justice 
Federal Burd®bf Investigation 
FBI - Atlanta 
Suite 400 

2635 Century Parkway, Northeast 
Atlanta, GA 30345 
Phone: (404) 679-6343 
Fax: (404) 679-3040 
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Re: Case Number 44A-AT-104509 


? -Peai£ 

-.:k s 


r 

i. « *:■ S- 

r :> « e 


b6 

b7C 


You have requested to rec« 


Sfications for Mattie Green. 


^Oame was' referred to fe-ww's Victim Assistance Program as being a. possible federal 

crime, Mpp||preciate your assistance and cooperation while we are investigating this case. like to 

make Y|p|||ire of the victim services that may be available to you and to answer any questlorfifigSray have 
regardih§^S®~criminal justice process throughout the investigation. Our program is part of the FtfrSWort to 
ensure the victims are treated with respect and are provided Information about their rights under federal law. 

These rights include notification of the status of the case. The enclosed brochures provide information about 
the FBI's Victim Assistance Program, resources and instructions for accessing the Victim Notification System 
(VNS). VNS is designed to provide you with information regarding the status of your case. 

I 

This case is currently under investigation. This can be a lengthy process and we request your 
continued patience while we conduct a thorough investigation. • 1 

ife ii crime victim, you have the following rights under 18 United States Code § 3771: (1) The right to 
be reas|b<&|y protected from the accused: (2) The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any 
public c&jff pfbceeding, or any parole proceeding, involving the crime or of any release or escape of the 
accused; (3) The right not to be excluded from any such public court proceeding, unless the court, after 
receiving clear and convincing evidence, determines that testimony by the victim would be materially altered if 
the victim heard other testimony at that proceeding: (4) The right to be reasonably heard at any public -t- : VTtMt 
proceeding in the district court involving release, plea, sentencing, or any parole proceeding: (5) The 
reasonable right to confer with the attorney for the Government in the case; (6) The right to full and timely^ 
restitution as provided in law; (7) Thf^ip|) proceedings free from unreasonable delay; (8) The right to be ' 
treated with fairness and with respet^fe^fe victim's dignity and privacy. 

We will make our best efforts to ensure you are accorded the rights described. Most of these rights " 
pertain to events occurring after the arrest or indictment of an individual for the crime, and it will become the 1 -t'Y 


We will make our best efforts to ensure you are accorded the rights described. Most of these rights " 

pertain to events occurring after the arrest or indictment of an individual for the crime, and it will become the I ' 

responsibility of the prosecuting United States Attorney's Office to ensure you are accorded those rights. You. 
may also seek the advice of a private attorney with respect to these rights. u -!i; ‘% JiV -' : ; 


The Victim Notification System (VNS) Is designed to provide you with direct information regarding'the 
case as it proceeds through the criminal Justice system. You may obtain current information about this matter 
on the Internet at WWW.Notify.USDOJ.GOV or from the VNS Call Center at 1-866-DOJ-4YOU (1-866-365- 
4968) (TDD/TTY: 1-866-228-4619) (International: 1-502-213-2767). In addition, you may use the Call 
Center or Internet to update your contact information and/or change your decision about participation in the 
notification program. If you update your information to include a current email address, V NS will send 
information to that address. You will need the following Victim Identification Number (VIN li l and 

Personal Identification Number (PIN) | p nytlme you contact the Call Center and the firat time you log on to 
VNS on the Internet. In addition, the first time you access the VNS Internet site, you will be prom pted to enter 
your last name (or business name) as currently contained in VNS. The name you should enter isj 1 
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fn the nnHfi^h-nn Pr0V rl de < i 8 ffl ®™ b ® r located at the top of this letter. Please ...,™..-™. ywu . 

responsibilitv to keen hlS P ,°^ ^ ' S Voluntary ' ln prder to cont ' nue to re ceive notifications, it is your 
responsibility to keep your contact information current. 
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, ie office listed above. .. 

lember, your participation 
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Victim Specialist 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date tjf transcription 11/05/2009 


(DOB) | | Socic 

I r esidence address| 
I residence t elephc 
Special Agent (SA) | 


white female, date o f birth 

iccount.Humb.ej. tSSAN) I 

__| Georgia, 

1 was contacted by 
After being advised of the 



ity of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview, 
proviSlglJthe following information: 
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telephone n 
employed by 


^ed atl 


| Georgia, 
and has been so 


for more thar 


b6 

b7C 


that she grfSv® 
advised that?.{~ 
thirty 

Georgia! t b^foria 


I adv ised that I _I was LEONARD WIL LIAMS and 

) ini pith her family. | 

| worked at SWEETWATER CARPETS for more than 
I'jVS^.-^So .a schoo.1 b$s„driver in Cat oosa County, 
at ag<^#3 if 19-84. I ladv ised that 

^ear^j Aii6rsp” g I possible 

Kjux Hl-asr^KECRl 8f3l Icould not elaborate, 


1 **’that she3®es .noa know|__ 

but had |6C^4iVoi|^ de|t:h of MATTIE GREEN. | 

advisedLy ' <&}& Vrfeed an* Ihfexget news report about the 

1960 boraoifrg ^j' V.!' , 1 “ £l ^vise4 tiiat| piidf to reading the news story, 
she had ^ntr fcnr) $1 <=<3 b % ’"of *the dvent* r ® -* 


b6 

b7C 
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|_|advised that|_|was friends with ED WATERS, 

LESTER WATERS, and BUR T WARD, but that all of these individuals 


were de ceased. I 
knew in| ~ 
I Tta! 


ever rece iving 
facility. \ 


idvised tl 
■> | w hen 

|Y in f 


she ever 


mmm 


mmthat she had no knowledge of| 
care or being | admitted to 
that she never 
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,b7C 
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lad a conversation about the 


jombmg. 


Investigation on 10/20/2009 at 

File # 4 4A-AT-104 509 

by SA l ytbl c 


Date dictated 10/20/2009 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
and its contents ^ to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Continuation of FD-302 of 


■ On 10/20/2009 'Page _2 


_I advised that she has no information concerning the 

May 19, 1960, bombing death of MATTIE GREEN. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


\ S ocial gecuri 


address _ 

cellular t elephone 
Agent (SA) | 
of the interviewing 
provided the follow 



Jwhite fe: 
count Nu: 



Date of transcription 10/08/2009 


date of birth (DOB ) . 

(SSANjJ 1 resid ence 


1 I' 

J was contacted by Special 


After being advised of the i dentity 
t and the nature of the interview, 
nformation: 


b6 

b7C 


was 


her parents® 
as a child.” 


Jadvised that ^ he grew up in[ 

MARTHA WATERS?! 



__ _ __ and 

Jadvised that 


sy and did not have time to sp end with her 
ed that| I LESTER WATERS 

and that MARTHA WATERS was LESTER WATERS' mother. |_ ladvised 


that LESTER WATERS was very kind to her and helpe 
things in hISlj aM fe, even as an adult. 


b6 

b7C 


her with many 



,?**■-*#*■ advised that in 1960, she was aoDroximatelv 


| years old and lived in Ringgold, Georgia, 
never heard of the bombing death of MATTIE i 

advised 

that she : 

GREEN or had 


advised that she had no 


any information concerning same. 

knowledge of Ku Klux Klan (KKK) activity in the Ringgold area. 


[ 


the _ 

Ringgold, Georg ia, 


ladvised that over th| years she has heard that 
advised that I 


5 


BUCK JARR ET, were involved in 
J_BUCK JARRET lived in 


now decea s e d. 


advig ed::~that JARRET was a taxi driver in Ri nggold, 


] 


b6 

b7C 


b6 
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» --.•av-.':- ; v!t. w .Si"3:.v- w. ^ 


advised that[ 


as listed below: 


BUCK 


ROSE JARRET - Deceased 


J - Resides unknown 
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] advised thatf 


could possibly provide additional information regarding KKK • 
activity in Ringgold, Georgia, in the 1960's and may have 
additional information regarding BUCK JARRET. | j advised that 


b6 

b7C 


Investigation on 10/05/2009 at 
File # 4 4A-AT-104509 
by SA 
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b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion^ 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10/26/2009 



On October 8, 2009, S pecial 
was telephonically contacted b y| 

subse quent to the interview of I _ 

|by SA _ Ion Otp tober 7, 200 9, additional information had 

...< 


1 who advised that 


been recalled. £ 


2 Ctobe 

1 advised that | _I was a l so an 

attender of the Ringgold Ku Klux Klan (KKK) meetings in and around 
1960. 


b6 

b7C 


In addition,!_ 

~l identified as | 
third he could not r ecaTT~ 
telephon e -num ber was | 


~| advised^ that 


7 


i 


dvised tnat 



and a 
residence 
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investigation on 10/08/2009 at | | _ (telephonically) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10/26/2009 


IL white female, date of birth 


Social Securi ty Account Number|___^ residence address 

Georgia, residence tel ephone numb er 
contacted by Special Agent (SA) | 
advised of the id entity of the interviewing 

Agent and the nature of the interview, _provided the 

following information: 

l advised that l Iwi LLIAM EDGAR 

WATERS, Sr., and that in 1960, she was approximately ! l years old. 

I l advised that she had no knowledge of Ku Klux Klan 

(KKK) activity in Ringgold, Geor4^^j^^^g the 1960's, nor did she 
have any knowledge of the bombing^^^fe'-^'f MATTIE GREEN on May 19, 
1960. 

| advised that knowledge of | 

involvement with the KKK or any possible involvement in the bombing 
death of MATTIE GREEN. 
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• 4*'. bv 

i 1 7' V 


on 10/09/2009 at Ringgold, Georgia 


104509 


tele // 


Date dictated 10/13/2009 


[ 1302 
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_ it and its contents ar<S§g§ggbe distributed outside your agency. 
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ATION 



Date of transcription 10/26/2009 



1 



white m ale, date 



irth|_ 

esidence address 


Security Accou nt Number | _ 

| Georgia, residence tele phone numbe r 
] was contacted by Special Agent (SA) | | 


] 


b6 

b7C 


~| After being advised.of the id entity o f the interviewing 
Agent and the nature of the ISt^^view, | J provided the 

following information: - 

]advised that 


WILL] 


Q EDGAR 

years old. 

_|advised that he has no knowledge of|_Jinvolvement 

in the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) during the 1960's. 


b6 

b7C 


. 1 : * 1*10 

aaefta 


identified as|~ 
transported^ 


advised that in approximatel 
]two Catoosa County sh 

(and First Name Unknown 
to CENTRAL STATE 
Geo! 





a dfinnti.e s, 
(FNU) | 1 

PS YCHIATRIC HOSPITAL 


(CENTRA L STATE) in Milledgeville, __ 
Jwas havi ng severe psychiatric 

ladvised he b 



uvuJ. 

Jadvised that 


b6 

b7C 


hallucinations. 
for psychiatric 'patie nts to be transported to 
enforce ment vehicles. 


s, to include 
d it was common practice 
CENTRAL STATE via law 
Jadvised that during the trip,[ 


did not talk about the bombing death of MATTIE GREEN. 

ladv ised that he was aware of the bombing of the 


_ Jv ised tnat ne was aware or tne Domoing 

residence of | | and MA TTIE GREEN, Ringgold, Georgia. I" 

advised he understood that I I for the 

bombing and that th e case had been solved. | : w j advised that he 


had no knowledge of 


Jinvolvement in the bombing. 


b6 
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L 


ladvised that he had known LEONARD WILLIAMS when h 

was voung. 


ladvised that WILLIAMS was a friend! 

1 


] advised that WILLIAMS has [ 

_ land 

that 1 

1 currently works for [ 

l ! advised that LEONARD WILLIAMS is 


deacesec. [ 


t>6 


death of MATTIE GREEN. 


had no further information regarding the bombing 




investigation on 10/09/2009 at Ringgold, Georgia 


File u 44A-AT-104509^U 
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| . Date dictated 10/13 
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|: clc 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale of transcription 10/26/2009 


Isocial Security Account Nu mfoerf 


date of b irth | | 

3 residence address 


| Georgia, residence telephone n umber 
] was contacted by Special Agent (SA) I 


b6 

b7C 


J After being advised of the id entity o f the interviewing 


Agent and the nature of the interview, 
following information: 


provided the 


advised that 


_ _ Twill i am edgar 

WATERS, Sr., and that in 1960, he was app roximately r J years old b6 

lat he 


and living i n Ringgold, Ge orgia. 


knowledge of[ 


Jadvised that he has no b7C 


Ringgold, Georgia, during the 1960's. 


]involvement in the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) in 


of MATTIE GREEN on May 19, 1960. 


advised he had no knowledge of the bombing death 


b6 

b7C 


Investigation 

on 10/09/2009 

at Ringgold, Georgia 


File # 44A-AT-104509 -P/7 1 

Date dictated 

10/13/2009 
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: clc 

L _ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10/26/2009 _ 

_ I | white female, da te of birth 

I, Social Security Account Nu mber l l 

residenSjS^gctdres sI I Georgia, residence bo 

tele pho^ 1 .umberI ^ was contacted by Special Agent b'/C 

(SA) I 1 After being advised of the identity of the 

interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview f j I provided 

the following information: 


I | advised that l | WILLIA M EDGAR 

WATERS and that she grew up in Ringg old, Georgia, m oving to | 

I in approximately ] advised that she 

had no knowledge of the bombing death of MATT IE GREEN in May, 1960. 
advised that she and her husband lived| | until 

I when they moved back to Ringgold, Georgia. 


b6 

b7C 


purchased 


approximate ly | I advised that sh^^ad^po^jcap^edge of 

I being involved in the K u Klux K.tari bul ~£p± d recall 

a cross burning on the property of I ~ T Hpapprgximately 

1967. • - 




j advised that 
listed below: 

- GLADYS WATERS (deceased)' 



i-'fennessee* 


Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

, Ringgold, Georgia 


b6 
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investigation on 10/09/2009 at Ringgold, Georgia 

File 9 4 4A-AT-104 509 _ \ _ 

by SA | [ clc 


Date dictated 10/09/2009 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Continuation of FD-302 of 


.on 10/09/2009 


advised that she worked with 
»veral years at 

Georgia. |_Jadvise d that she ha s never spoken tol _ 

concerning the death of | l MATTIE GREEN. [ | advis 

that she had no knowle dge regarding the bombing death of MATTIE 
GREEN or | | possible involvement with the KKK. 










U.S. Department of Justice 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Atlanta, Georgia 30345 
January 22, 2010 


ip 

m 


CIVIL RIGHTS INITIATIVE; 
MATTIE GREEN - VICTIM (DECEASED); 
CIVIL RIGHTS - BOMBING 


Captioned investigation was initiated as part of a 
Department of Justice (DOJ) and Civil Rights Unit, FBIHQ, led 
initiated to re-assess unsolved civil rights era hate crimes in 
the southeastern United States. 


By way of back^rbtfnd, on May 19, 1960, a n explos ion 
ripped through the Ringgold, Georgia, residence of and 

Mattie Green, killing Mattie Green, a mother of six. The bla st 
also injured | | 

The bombing was investigated by the Catoosa County Sheriffs 
Office, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation; however, no subjects were ever 
identified. 

As part of the above-mentioned initiative, the 
investigation was re-opened by the Atlan ta Division on Apr il 8, 
2009, and assigned to Special Agent (SA) | I 

Current investigation focused on interviews of family members in 
ah attempt to identify any known subjects. These interviews led 
to the identification of several individuals believed to have 
been members of a Ku Klux Klan (KKK) klavern active during the 
spring of 1960. These identified members are now deceased. In 
addition, contacts with the Catoosa County Sheriff's Office 
revealed that due to a flood of the Catoosa County courthouse in 
approximately 1970, no forensic evidence collected at the crime 
scene remains available. 

Due to the lack of additional leads, subjects, and/or 
forensic evidence, the Atlanta Division will close captioned 
investigation. 
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1 - Bureau, CRU 
Q - Atlanta (4 4A -AT-1 04.5.09. - 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
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CIVIL RIGHTS INITIATIVE 



Any questions regardin g captioned matter should be 
directed to SA | \ Atlanta, Divisio n, Dalton 

Resident Agency, telephone number I t 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


u.<k<ar>in_ri ml 


Precedence: 


ROUTINE 


Date: 01/22/2010 


To: Criminal Investigative 

Atlanta 


Attn: Civ il Rights Unit, 

SSA I 


Attn: Squ ad C-6, 

SSA I 
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From: Atlanta 


Dalton RA 
Contact: SA 


\ 


7—r 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 



clc 


Case ID #: 44A-AT-104509 VClosed) 


Title: CIVIL RIGHTS INITIATIVE; 

MATTIE GREEN - VICTIM (DECEASED); 
CIVIL RIGHTS - BOMBING i ill \i 

Synopsis: To provide closing LHM. 7-'.' 



b7C 
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Enclosure (s): One Letterhead Memorandum; One copy each of 
nineteen (19) separate FD-302s reflecting interviews of witnesses 
reference captioned matter. 

Details: Captioned investigation was initiated as part of a 

Department of Justice (DOJ) and Civil Rights Unit, FBIHQ, led 
initiative to re-assess unsolved civil rights era hate crimes in 
the southeastern United States. 


By way of background, on 05/19/1960, an explosio n 




ripped through the Ringgold, Georgia, residence of ? l and 


Mattie Green , killing Mattie Green, a mother of six. 
also injured! 

The bombing was investigated by the Catoosa County Sheriffs 


The blast 

1 


Office, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation; however, no subjects were ever 
identified. 
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As part of the above-m^||||Sgned initj llllsi§ e, the 
investigation was re-opened by tlfUjjipjlanta Di vyg&&h on 
04/08/2009, and assigned to Special Agent (SA) I St|!^gSy^y 

Current investigation focused on interviews of family meHtb^iifS._;in 
an attempt to identify any known subjects. These intef^iew© led 
to the identification of several individuals believed to have 
been members of a Ku Klux Klan (KKK) klavern active during the 
spring of 1960. These identified members are now deceased. In 
addition, contacts with the Catoosa County Sheriff's Office 
revealed that due to a flood of the Catoosa County courthouse in 
approximately 1970, no forensic evidence collected at the crime 
scene remains available. 
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forensiit^§iiidence, 

investigation. 

Any quest: 
directed to SA| 


k of additionSl/^Seads, subjects, and/or 
tlanta Division - wall close captioned , _ 


ling captioned matter should 


Resident Agency, telephone number 


Atlanta, 


Division, Dalton 
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To: Criminal Investigative From: Atlanta 

Re: 44A-AT-104509, 01/22/2010 
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F B I 

Date: 5_ig_60 


Transmit the following in 
Via TELETYPE 


PLAIN TEXT 


(Type in plain text or code) 

URGENT 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


b6 

b7C 


_l -r- 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, KNOXVILLE 
FROM SAC, ATLANTA 157-NEW 
UNSUBS, •'BOMBING OF RESIDENCE OF| 


RINGGOLD, GEORGIA 


ONE A.M., MAY NINETEEN, SIXTY, MATTIE GREEN DASH VICTIM, EOMBINfi 
MATTERS. 


GBI AGENT AND FORMER BUREAU AGENT, 


ADVISED AT APPROX TWO THIRTY A.M., THIS DATE THAT A FRAME 
RESIDENCE OCCUPIED BY 


NEGRO MALE, AND HIS WIFE 

I 


.TaYo' 
(Si ft’ A 1Y 


XM 


FIVE MINOR CHILDREN WAS DESTROYED BY A BOMB, BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN 
DYNAMITE. MATTIE GREEN, NEGRO FEMALE, AGE THIRTYTWO, WAS KILLED IN 
THE EXPLOSION AND ONE CHILD RECEIVED MINOR INJURIES TO AN ARM. THE 
RESIDENCE IS BEING GUARDED BY RINGGOLD POLICE UNTIL DAYLIGHT AND MliXXEI 
WILL BE EXAMINED FOR EVIDENCE THEN. BUAGENT ON SCENE, OFFERED XEXX1SS. 
SERVICES OF LABORATORY, IDENTIFICATION DIVISION, AND COVERAGE OF OU r ' 

OF STATE LEADS. |SUSPECTS THIS BOMBING CONNECTED WITH TWO 


PREVIOUS RESIDENTIAL BOMBINGS IN CATOOSA COUNTY, WHERE RINGGOLD IS 
COUNTY SEAT. BUREAU HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY ADVISED OF THESE TWO BOMBINGS. 
FURTHER SUSPECTS BOMBING POSSIBLY INSTICs#lED BY A RADICAL 


SPLINTER GROUP OF THE DIXIE KLAN. ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION WILL BE 
CONDUCTED ALONG WITH SEARCH OF CRIME SCENE AT DAYLIGHT. AT APPROX. 
EIGHT A.M., DR 


] OF THE STATE CRIME LAB DUE TO ARRIVE 


FROM ATLANTA TO PERFORM AUTOPSY AND TO EXAMINE CRIM E SCENE. BUREAU 

7 


END PAGE ONE 
ADM:j sp 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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Date: 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or code) 


Via 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


PAGE TWO 

WILL BE ADVISED OF ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENTS. LOACL MILITARY 

~ 4) ~T ^ $/I ^/a/T C 7~ 

INTELLIGENCE ADVISED . f ***» n l* ^ 

Unos Poe 

L (O C> 


Approved: 


Sent 


.M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 




Atlanta, Georgia 
May 19* I960 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

BOMBING OP RES IDENCE OP 
l l:OQ AM, 
HA _ 


b6 

b7C 


19, I960 


RINGGOLD, 


tl.- 


Investigation, advised at a; 


1 Special Agent, Georgia Bureau of 

__ ■oxlmately 2:30 AM,May 19, I960, that 

a frame residence occupied b^ j I Negro male, his wife 

and five minor children, was destroyed by a bomb believed to have 
been dynamite. He stated Mattie Green, Negro female, age thirty- 
two, was killed in the explosion and one child received minor 
injuries to an arm. He stated the residence was being guarded, 
by Police Department, Ringgold, Georgia, until daylight, at 
which time a crime scene search maid be made. 


Special Agent l I suspects that this bombing 

is connected with two previous residential bombings In CatPPffa 
County, Georgia, where Ringgold is the county seat. I 

further suspects the bombing possibly instigated by a radical 
splinter group of "The Dixie Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
Inc." 


He stated Dr 

Laboratory was to arrive in Ringgold at 
May 19, I960, to perform an autopsy and 
tion of the crime scene. 


|of the Georgia State Crime 
•Ijjisms&Bef-tely 8:00 AM, 
tfritowlpno in examlna- 


Thls memorandum is loaned to $§& Wg he FBI, and 
neither it rm? Sts contents are to be outside the 
agency to loaned. 


8 - Bureau 

1 - Kncosville (info.) 
Ci - Atlanta (USZr 

1 105-773) 


HGRjhs 

(n) ^ 
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5/19/SO 

b6 

b7C 

AIRTEL 


TO 

FROM 

RE 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Atlanta (157 * 

UNSUBj 

,BOMBING QF RESIDENCE OF 
I |1*00 AM, 3/19/60, 

RINQGOIi), GA. MATTIE GREEN, VICTIM 
BOMBING MATTERS 


Remytel 5/19/60. 

Enclosed herewith are original and aeven copies 
of letterhead memoranda* suitable for dissemination) one oopy 
also enclosed for Knoxville. 


Major 

Fort ifcPherson, Oa 
AM, 5/19/60. 


111th CIC Detachment, 

, was advised of the above incident at 5*50 


3 - Bureau (Enel. 8) AM 

1 - Knoxville (Enel. 1) AM (Info.) 105-3301 
t - Atlanta (l 105-773) 


H0R:hs 

(6) fi 


/ 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO : SAC, ATLANTA (157- 


from : supervisor! 


DATE: 5/19/60 


b6 

b7C 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING OF RESID ENCE, 

RINGGOLD, GEORGIA 
5/19/60 

BOMBING MATTERS 


b6 

b7C 


At approximately 10:00 AM, 5/19/60, U. S. Attorney 
CHARLES D. READ, JR., telephonically advised me that he had 
lust received a phone call from a representative of the Civil 
Riehts Division of the Department making inquiry concerning 
captioned matter. Mr. READ advised that he had been aavised 
that the Civil Rights Division considered instant matter as 
one coming within the purview of Civil Rights Act of I960, 
but that the Civil Rights Commission desired to be advised 
of what steps the State was taking prior to making a formal 
request for investigation by the FBI. Mr. READ stated that 
he desired to be kept abreast of any information developed 
relative to instant matter. 


2 4 Atlanta 

N Jr 

ETKtrjb 

1 (2) a 


1 







URGENT 


5-20-50 


9-1$ A:' ’•1ST 


TL 


TO DIRECTOR AND SAC ATLANTA 
FROM SAC KNOXVILLE 157-45 
UMSU’-’S, BONDING or RESIDENCF 0 


RINGGOLD, GA • , 


ONE A. MAY Ult'ETEEN, SHTf, ‘iATTlGREEK: DASH VICTL', 
POPPING MATTERS. RE ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU ANR. ICNOXVILLE 
r<AY NINETEEN LAST. SOURCES AT CHATTANOOGA, TSNM• , CONTACTED 
NAY NINETEEN LAST SO" SUSPECTS INSTANT CASE, NEGATIVE RESULTS 


END AND AC!C 

"A ID-IS AN 0'< FBI "A !VM 
ETELXTI OX F-'I AT ESC 


Til DISC K 




/ r 7 


N. 


I SEARCHED 


6ERIALI. 



NDexeo. 
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5010-104-01 


UNITED STATES GO .RNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO . FILE date: 5/19/60 

from • SAC C. E. WEEKS 


subject: 


UNSUB; .- 

bombing of residence OF I_ 

RINGGOLD, GEORGIA, MAY 19, 1960; 
MATTIE GREEN - VICTIM; 

BOMBING MATTERS. 


b6 

b7C 


SA DAVID R. GALLAGHER telephoned[ 


banker at Ringgold, Georgia, and ascertained!_| 

and his family were lifetime residents of Ringgol d, and 
their home was in an established colored sectio n. I — 

had worked forf I Tennessee, 

as \ I He worked 


The vict im. MA TTIE 

GREEN, was a dom estic for a retired railroad man j | 

and GREEN'S mother also worked as a domestic. 


j had not been in any trouble around there and he was 
always gainfully employed. There is a white family across 
the street and one about a block and a half from him. 


i 1 UPI, in a telephone conversation 

said the Governor had offered a $500 reward and ordered an 
all-out investigation by GBI. 


Mr. COURTNEY E VANS had phoned earlier asking for 
some information about l I and this was telephoned to the 

Bureau and given to Mr. MALLEY. 


CEW:CM 

( 2 ) 


/C-7 

! 3£ARCnE0^../S..,(ND{IXcD. 

SE«IALIZtbJ^..flLEl^.^ 

MAY 19 1960 




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104-01 

UNITED STATES GOVtiCNMENT 

Memorandum 

to FILE (157-102) DATE: 5/19/60 


from : SAC C. E. WEEKS 


b6 

b7C 


subject: 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; __ 

BOMBING OF RESIDENCE 0F|_ 

RINGGOLD, GEORGIA, MAY 19, 1960; 
MATTIE GREEN - VICTIM; 

BOMBING MATTERS. 


SAC J AMIESON telepho ned from Knoxville this 
morning that ! | at Chattanooga got an 

anonymous call saying three or four men had 
stationed themselves in a barber shop at Ringgold, 
Georgia, for several days to watch a hamburger stand 
back of the barber shop. These men were a rmed. The 
caller said that if FBI agents would go to | | 

| |of Ringgold Dry Cleaners he would furnish the 

identity of the men to Bureau agents if he were 
approached discreetly. 


( 2 ) 

CEW:CM 
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(SEARCHED 
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bynamitingtat Ringgold 
Is Affront td Decency l 

The bombing of a Ringgold home, in 
which a mother of six children was 
killed, is a shameful and shocking act of 
violence in its worst form. 

The Negro family that occupied the 
house had lived in it for several years. 
They were well-liked in the community, 
according to reports from Ringgold, and 
as of this writing no motive has been 
discovered for the dynamiting. 

As Gov. Vandiver skid yesterday, the 
bombing is a cowardly land heinous thing 
which is repugnant tfc all law-abiding 
i citizens. 

The state has offered a reward for in¬ 
formation leading to the arrest and con¬ 
viction of the person or persons respon¬ 
sible. We hope the guilty will be brought 
to justice quickly. 

Let it again be said that violence 
solves nothing. Decent citizens of Geor- 

f ia must make it clear that atrocities wifil 
ot be tolerated in this state. 

* * * l > 


The Atlanta Constitution 

May 20 , I960 

Editor: RALPH MC GILL 

RE: tJKSUB; By mhlng of _ 

R fi 4tdonce of I 
RlnfiKold, Georgia 5/W« 
MATTIE OREO! - VICTIM 
BOMBING MATTERS 
AT File* 157-102 


\\ 


b7C 
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State Offering 
Bomb Reward 

Gov Vandiver offered a $500 reward Thursday for 
iform&tion leading to the arrest and conviction of dyna- 
Jifwho blew up a Negro house in Ringgold, killing 
toman and injuring her husband and baby son. 

1 frhe governor condemned the 
! oltrage as a “dastardly act.” 

! {“The 

tfie res 


“The bombing of a home 
, „.e resultant murder of a mo 
| of four children is a cowa 
' and heinous thing, repugnant 
all law-abiding and law-respecting ; 
citizens,” Vandiver said. 

The blast ripped apart the five- 
room frame house of Jethro 
Green, a 39-year-old Negro me¬ 
chanic, about 1:05 a.m. Thursday. 
Green’s wife, Mattie, 32, was 
(killed, and Green and a baby, 
jwere injured. Three other chil¬ 
dren in the house escaped injury. 

Both the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation and the Federal 
|Bureau of Investigation joined 
Catoosa County Sheriff J. D. 
fart in investigating the bla; ‘ 

it Sheriff Stewart said Thuij 
that no leads have 
up. He said it appea 
that between 25 and 30 pounds 1 
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■namite were placed under the 
Iroom of the Green home. 

j‘,The sheriff said racial hatred 
ay have been a motive, but that 
vestigators have turned up no 
evidence of such a motive. 

Green himself said he was at 
a loss to explain the dynamiting. 

“I was born and reared in 
Ringgold,” Green told The Con¬ 
stitution. “I’ve lived in the same 
house for about five years. I’ve 
never had any trouble. I thought 
everybody liked me.” 


ceived any kind of warning or 
' threat. 

"AU I know is that I went to 
bed last night and then I woke 
up out in the back yard,” he said. 

Green was knocked unconscious 
by the blast. He was dragged 
from the wreckage by his 13-year- 
old son. 

Green lives at the edge of a 
small Negro residential area in 
Ringgold. He has white neigh¬ 
bors on one side of his home 
and Negro neighbors on the other. 


L Green said he counted his white 
Preen said he had never re- p e, 2 hbors among his friends. 

—t-’- l Gordon Mathis, a white neigh- 

4or, described Green as “one of 


the nicest colored men I’ve ever 
known—a real Christian who lives 
right and tries to bring his chil¬ 
dren up right.” 

Mathis said he was among the 
first persons to arrive at the blast 
me. The explosion shattered a 
'indow on one side of his house. 

Green's employer, J. Howard 
.bney of East Ridge, Tenn., de¬ 
scribed the mechanic as a peace¬ 
able man who "just doesn't make 
people mad.” 

Meanwhile, the state crime lab¬ 
oratory was sifting through th 
debris of the home in hopes o' 
finding some clue to the dyna 
miters' identity. Officers said i 
may be several days before thcj 


receive a report from the cr 
lab. 

Sheriff Stewart said racial 
lations in Catoosa County h&. 
been good, although there havi 
been a few recent Ku Klux Klai 
demonstrations. He said thi 
county has a comparatively smal 
Negro population. 

"We’ve never had trouble wj 
Negroes here,” the sheriff saL. 
"Oh, one may get a traffic cale 
once In a while, but that’s aboj 
all.'* 
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Mrs. .'bthrc Greer /as fr^eo. ■■■ 

husiwun receive! •. 

,,t m'l I'rrir '.<K h ' 

Lurry, r wed a contusion j ' r,li ' ' • 

,tf ; ' ll! -Mrs. Grcvnt w,i*;W‘r- 

‘uU Oi; I ii-»: .. ;hc Tiv'ounly' " 

lio.'.pitm .. OjiletlioriH '-’ire MR 
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Mo ><HI 
vcmivu* ..i. 

Sllvlifl srl . ..i , 

been no racial iroubfc j . Jtir. : 

?• a!l a "d ihe on!j ilieorj 

iie coyld advance so far was that • 
it was a "personal grudge" rather 
than any racial strife. 

The sheriff said the Greene 
family was weli liked in Ringgold. 
The house was located on Guyle 
street in the N e g r o residential 
area of this town located 15 
miles south of Chattanooga. 

Dr. Herman Jones of the State 
Crime Laboratory in Atlanta was 
to perform an autopsy on the 
body of the victim Thursday 
morning at Tri-County Hospital 
at Ft.. Oglcthor^j. 

* . * w 

******' Stewart •* 
'!M«Ka had been placed e 3 » 

of toe house. TV 
* tm explosion dug a hole 





NoClues Are Found 
In Ringgold Blast Case 


Police investigating the dyna¬ 
mite blast which killed a young 
Negro mother at Ringgold early 
Thursday were still without any 
good clues in the case despite 
an autopsy performed by the 
State Crime Laboratory. 

“We still don't know the rea¬ 
son for the explosion," said Bill 
McGraw, acting chief of police 
at Ringgold. 

The autopsy, by Dr. Herman 
Jones, showed that the woman, 

Mrs. Jethro Greene, 32, died from 
internal injuries that resulted 
directly from the dynamite ex¬ 
plosion. 

Acting Chief McGraw said the 
topsy had been requested by 
ivestigators only for the purposnl residential 
determining the exact cause of The 
ath. “We wanted to mak* been 
sure.” he said. 1 vestigation. 


The dead woman was the 
mother of six children. Her hus¬ 
band and their 17-month-old son, 
Larry, were slightly hurt in the 
blast 

Doctor Jones said investigators 
have combed the blast area, 
searching for clues. “We’re con¬ 
ducting tests on several thing* 
picked up at the scene,” he said. 

Catoosa County Sheriff J. D. 
Stewart estimated that some 25 
to 30 sticks of dynamite had been 
placed under the house. He said 
a preliminary investigation dis¬ 
counted any racial trouble be¬ 
hind the blast. 

The wrecked house was located 
! on 
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Director, FBI 
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 

SAC, Atlanta (157-102) 


5/26/60 


UNSUB; BOMBING OF RESIDENCE OF 
RINGGOLD, GA., 5/19/60; 

MATTIE GREEN - VICTIM 
BOMBING MATTERS 
(AT: 00) 


Re Atlanta teletype to Director 5/19/60. 

On 5/20/601 I SA, Georgia 

Bureau of Investigation, a former Bureau 
Agent, advised that on 5/19/60, he submitted 
a whitish substance found, at the explosion 

site to Dr. |_| Examiner for the 

Georgia Crime Laboratory, for examination, 
and on 5/20/60 Dr. I I advised that the 

substance was Ammonium Nitrate. 


SA I_I advised that investigation reflects 

that thi3 substance, which contains 33 1/3 
Nitrogen, is commonly used as fertilizer; 
however, it can be used as a component part 
of a mixture which can be used as a powerful 
explosion. 


1 advised that he contacted the 
Superintendent of the dynamiting crews who are 
blasting near Ringgold on U. S. Interstate 
Highway 75, andddetemined that the explosive 
mixture is made as follows: 


1 gallon of diesel fuel is mixed with 80 lbs. 
of Ammonium Nitrate, and allowed to set 
for at least two hours. After this period, the 
mixture can be used for blasting. The mixture 
is detonated by use of a 1-1/2 lb. of dynamite 
which in turn is detonated by either an electric 
or fuse-type dynamite cap. 

P. 

5 - Bureau 
}- Atlanta 
l :mel 






AT 157-102 


1 advised that this explosive mixture is used 
513 


exclusively by the company, identified as Ledbetter 

and Johnson, Rome, Qa., unless t 5%°5 a Jf® i . i f h p° f eL lllzer 
in contact with water, because of the ^e f ertill 2 er, 

which comes in 80 lb. bags, costs approximately $80.00 
a ton, whereas an equal amount of dynamite costs 
approximately $2500.00. 


-1 advised that it is believed the container 

holding the explosive mixture, which had been secreted 
under the victim's house near the bedroom, was a 
•slop -lar 1 . th is opinion being based upon the report 
of DR.f I who advised that the metal pieces found 


at and near the scene of the explosion were 
enameled similar to the above type container. 


This information is being furnished to the Laboratory 
inasmuch as similar type explosive devices may be 
reported or inquiries concerning same may be received. 


b6 

b7C 
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NEGRO MOTHER KILLED—A 33-year-old Negro mother, Mattie Green, was killed early this morning when an explosion 
wrecked her home in Ringgold, (ia. 'Her husband, Jethro Green, and her 17-month-old son. Larry, were tajund by the ex- 

w^^t^.red.-fStaff Photo h> BobNherrill.) 

157-7102 / K 7 /D£~f3 






o 





■ abuses' flPWTmtTreBi- 
>a and causing minor 
to window panes. 
Whitfield said the ex- 

was set off under abed- 


The Chattanooga Timea 

Catoosa Cour 
blew apart Stewart said, "1 
home of a Negro was dynamite. 
Guyler Street here, 
killing the mother and injuring 
the husband and an i--— 


Special to 

RINGGOLD, Ga.—An explo¬ 
sion early Thursday 

the four-room 1- 

family on 


f- M blown out. Clothing chairsand 
Whitfield, GBI. withheld com- per30na i belongings were, 
ment on the nature of the ex- hurled to the roof. . 

nfant son. plosion, pending completion of ^ TJu^^ene^reporte* detect- 
Three other children sleeping in ^Hemian Jones, ^"ste^com- 

the house escaped in^ury- n, ^te criminologist, who p0U n d ’ foU nd in dynamite, 

injuries. 

Gov. Ernest Vandiver offered lanta. j j 

1 conviction o, U» 

sriTSS -merit, s r .» a 

1 lanta, the governor called the County and S 
I bombing “a cowardly and hein- thorities. 

ou, thi„ g ,.pog.,n t .jUJ.w-L.f!iT» 'X,m« 

(abiding and law-res^tln# «t Mt&Ula&ti 


Others Xlnhurt 

in the house when the 


Gov. Vandiver OM 
.Georgia Bureau of a 
tfcn to utilize its every 
in tracking down the 


me u«* - , ? _ .. „ j\u auu/j foj *■— x" . 

ledge that a motive for the <JV Qn the body of Mrs . Green, at 
namlting had been established the hoapital Thursday; after- 
i Green, a lifelong resident o nQ(m b Dr cha rles W. Ste- 
; Catoosa County, is a paintei phenson| coun ty physician and 
and auto body repairman em medlcal examiner, and Dr. A. 

cloyed by the Abney Motor Co.l K Das _ of the hospital staff. 

a used car agency at 4103 Ring-j The causes of death were 
sold Rd. J. Howard Abney, found to be multiple hemor- 
nresident of the company. rhages in both lungs, ruptures 
nraised Green, saying he had of the spleen and liver and a 
worked for the Abney family , rupture 0 f a pulmonary vessel, 
for 15 vears. Abney said Green i The house was heated by 
had a good reputation. coal. A coal heater used during 

A white neighbor, Gordon! the past winter had been dis- 
Mathis whose home is two' connec ted, Sgt. Whitfield stat¬ 
ers from the house occupied e d. Butane gas was formerly 

by the Negro family, 

(Green. as an “excelent hei^-^^eT toe house 
bor “I couldn’t ask fo> a WW g nsatioM lwHn wW (>gj 

one better,” he said 


Chattanooga Times 
Chattanooga, Tenn 
5/20/60 
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HOME IN RINGGOLD, KILLING MOTHER 


EXPLOSION DESTROYS NEGRO 


SERIAU. 


FBi — ATLANTA 









Husband,> Child Hurt; 
Personal Grudge Seen 


advance so far was that 
"personal grudge” rather 


Special to TM Atlanta Journal 

RINGGOLD, Ga„ May 19—A 32-yeor-old mol 
of six children was killed, her husband and one of 
children slightly injured early Thursday by a dyfaB 
blast which destroyed the five-room frame hdtp 

the Negro family here. ____ 

Mrs. Jethro Greene was killed, 
her husband received a bruised 
shoulder and their 17-month-old 
son, Larry, suffered a contusion 
of the hand. Mrs. Greene was 
dead on arrival at the Tri-County 
Hospital at Ft. Oglethorpe. 

Sheriff J. D. Stewart of Catoosa 
County said the explosion rocked 
the town about 1:05 Thursday 
morning. He said Mrs. Greene 
apparently was killed by falling 

S is. Four of the Greenes' six 
Iren were in the house at the 
time. The other two were spend¬ 
ing the night with Mrs. Greene's 
mother. 


Dr. Herman Jones of the State 
Crime Laboratory in Atlanta was 
to perform an autopsy on the 
body of the victim Thursday 
morning at Tri-County Hospital 
at Ft. Oglethorpe. 

• • • 

SHERIFF STEWART said the 
dynamite had been placed at the 
right rear of the house. The force 
of the explosion dug a hole about 
three feet deep under the house. 

The sheriff said that somewhere 
between 25 and 30 sticks of dyna¬ 
mite had been placed under the 
house. 

Bill McGraw, acting chief of 
police at Ringgold, said Thursday 
morning no clues as to the motive 
bcrdfid—die explosion lad 


uncovered. 


Ringgold Mother of 6 


Horn 
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MOTHER DIES IN BOMBED HOME 


Ernest Vandiver has offered the maximum state 
reward of $500 for arrest e€ Site perpetrators. The 
Federal Bureau of Investigate the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation and local|$$pprities arc-werttlng 
on the case. 


RINGGOLD, Ga., May 20—Mattie Green, 32, mother 
of six children, was killed when this home was 
dynamited early Thursday morning. Her husband, 
Jflfchta and one child was injured when the dyna¬ 
mite charge wrecked the Negroes’ home. Gov. 
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ON BLASTMOT 

Green, Whose Wife D 
in Ringgold Explosion^ 
Talks With Sherif 



Special to The Chattanoooa Ti 

RINGGOLD, Ga. — J, 
Green, 40, Ringgold 
whose wife was killed 
their four-room home 
blasted by nightriders herej 
19, told investigators M 
he "never has had any t 
with white persons or Neg 

Green, an auto body r< _ 

man, was interrogated by’.'tWo 
agents of the Federal BuMpia 
of Investigation. Catoosa Coun¬ 
ty Sheriff J. D. Stewart and 
Sgt. E. M. Whitfield of the 
Georgia Bureau of Invesflpfc 
tion. 

’ Sheriff Stewart emphastead 
that Green is not a suspect.£‘We 
questioned him at length 
took his statements in ; 
search to establish a moti 
the case,” the officer expla 
■ The sheriff quoted Gre 
saying he had not discu 
racial issues with anyone"In 
Ringgold or anywhere else&y 
No Family Troubles 
Asked if there were any fenw 
ily troubles. Green told th# e#( 
ficers he knew of none, accord¬ 
ing to Sheriff Stewart. On the 
evening before the blast about 
1 o’clock the next morning, 
Green said he arrived home at 
between 6 and 6:30 and re¬ 
mained there. 

Mrs. Mattie Green, 32, was 

instantly killed when a power-i 

f*l explosive W»*'**t 

a. bedroom in w 
tier husband »W* a 


_house and . . 

ing the night with their grand 
ither, who lives nearby. 

i Green house was splin- 
' by the terrific blast, 

; damaged windows in sur- 
_ r —in g- homes and awakened 
.Jnggold residents over a wide 
mftea. Sheriff Stewart said he 
Stimated it would take 25 
piunds of dynamite to cause 
ilidL^destruction. He noted, 
ever, that the type of ex- 
iyp used had not been de- 
■ by Dr. Herman Jones. 

• tatu criminologist, who is 
tag debris in the Georgia 
laboratory at Atlanta. 
Hffi ascrlbefi as Worker 

h was described by Ring- 
Hem's as a, hard-working 
(is neighbors said he at- 
ihurch regularly and has 
several religious singing 
, the most recent being 
Id Trumpets appearing in 
pt&franis over Radio Station 
WMFS in Chattanooga. 

At East Ridge, just across 
•Bgnncssee line, Jesse A 

. X O . r a Unntr A * r- 




xnncoovv —- 

>, owner of Abney Motors 
and employer of Green, 
the Ringgold native had 
’employed by the Abney 

_ly for years. 

-So far as I know,” Abney 
stated, "Green has never had 
ajSTJouble with anyone in East 
R«c«ftr Ringgold. I have never 
had A single complaint from 
driAoiners with whom he comes 
la^SslLact as my auto body re- 

^ a, T T just can’t understand this 
attack on the Green family. It 
could be that the dynamiters 
got the wrong house. 

Rewards totaling $750 for in¬ 
formation leading to the arrest 
and conviction of the person oi 

esnu'giii** aai 

ing a $500 o««rby Gov- 
Vandlvfr. . -.a 


rimes, 

^enn. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


FROM 


SAC 


SA 


ATLANTA 



b7D 

J DATE: 6/6/60 


1 i Cl 1 Isi 

b6 

[3D pci 1 Ipsi 

b7C 


SUBJECT: 


b6 

b7C 


Dales of Con.ac, 5 / 2 0/60; 5/25/60 


— 

* --- ■ 1 - -- - 

Titles and File #s on which contacted 

UNSUB: Bombing of Residence of 


1 

1 iRtnggold. Ga. . r >AQ/60,- 1 

MATTIfi GREEN - VICTIM 



BOMBING MATTERS 

157-102 






_ . 



Purpose and results of contact 


B 


Negative 

Positive 


PCI advised that he had been in contact with various 
individuals associated with the Ku Klux Klan in the 
Ringgold area after bombing of the above residence, 
and stated that none of these individuals appeared 
to have any direct knowledge of a Klan participation 
in this bombing. He stated that he had heard from 
Negro persons, and ®1so other white persona that this 
might possibly have been a bombing caused by one pr— 
more o ther Negroes, Inasmuch as the male subject,! 


O 1*1157 A iiiaownwi -* — - V ' i-— — 

, lhad apparently been doing a considerable amount of 
running around with various Negro women, and also that his b6 

wife, the victim, frequently ran around wlth..ppmgr?u3-- b7C 

Negro men. He said also he had heard that[__ 


““■*■** ----—- - ' Ml 

was possibly a Ringgold organizer for the NAACF. 

Informant stated that he had no specific information that 
he could furnish regarding the idertity of the persons 
Involved in 4 - v '“ 


I | Security Informant certified that he had furnished all Information obtained by 


him since last contact. 


Personal Data 


Same 


Rating 


same 


Coverage 


1 - 


1 - 


same 

' 9 - / c -• ■ ■ 
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AUMsct 
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- St fi«Ch'E 0 .. : ; / 1 

<£J\ 
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b7D 



b7D 








b7D 


Informant did also advised that on the date prev 
bombing, a 1956 or 1957 model automobile, bellev<®$g 
wrvrri. hrnwn and cream in color, two door, came __— 

r nrn ‘ v -- 1 -1 and left 

flyers, advertising a Dixie Klin weet’ing to be held on the 
night of May 28, i960, at the Odd Fellows' Hall in Dalton, 
and urged attendance at this meeting. He said that he^had 


found this out through persons who were[ 


X UUUU 1/11X0 UUb wu - -« I _ 

this person came by, and stated there were two women and a roan 
in the oar, and the man was described as being of hwy build, 
and wearing glasses. PCI made available one copy of this 
flyer. He stated that he did not f4*1 this was connected 
with the bombing, but believed the Jjft? would P roba ' o:L y ,, 
be ln^«st«d; in this. inf omp&on* advised he would 


r-i-.1'KrrwrMrrw 1 

iVI'kI:.- 

•ill •* l "S 


ItSLCifl concerning the 
' -r On May 25, I960, 
information to furnish. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 





OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
3010—104—01 


3010—104—vi 

UNITED STATES Gc ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


SAC, Atlanta 


date: 6/ 8/60 



SUBJE 


SAC, Knoxville (157-46) 


7TNSIJBS: Bombing of Residence of 

—-’ Ringgold, Georgia, 

19/60; MATTIE GREEN 


1:00 a.m., 5/ 
BOMBING MATTERS 


- VICTIM 


b6 

b7C 


Re Knoxville teletype to Bureau and Atlanta 
5/20/60. 

The following individuals, who were contacted 
5/20/60 regarding possible suspects in j^tant case, have 
been recontacted by Agents this division with negative ^ 

results: 



PC.T (RAC) 


Assistant inspec-_- 

Detective Department, Chattanooga PD 
Chief of Police, Chattanooga PD, 

EDWARD BROWN 


b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 


RUC 

2 - Atlanta 
1 - Knoxville 



ATLANTA 


GCW:ralc 

(3) 



I 


FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


Transmit the following in 


F B I 


Date: 7/12/60 


(Type in plain text or code) 

_ AIR MAIL _ 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


-J-- 


TO: SAC, ATLANTA 

\FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (157-45) 

HtfNSUBS.; Bombing of Residence of 

Ringgold, Ga., 1:00 AM 
5/19/60; MATTIE GREEN - VICTIM 
BOMBING MATTERS 

Reurtel 5/19/60. 




b6 

b7C 


hattanooga, 


on 7/11/60 on a confidential basis 


From a con versation with her|_ (determine 

that| I suspected a Ringgold"] Ga., ITegro man as 

having bombed theT (residence. She was unable to furnish 

hi e namp . hut, c .aid h e ~~Is commonly known in the Ringgold area 

as | | 

He was reported to be a comparatively newcomer to the 
Ringgold area and a ’’lonely hearts" husband of a close associate 
of victim. He is supposed to be insanely jealous of his wife 
and her activities and to have once threatened to blow up a 
Masonic Lodge building, probably in Rome, Ga., after his wife 
attended a meeting there. 


-RUC- 

- Atlanta 
1 - Knoxville 


EGP:idh 
(4) 


•Jl 


StARChi.0.* Ni>£x£ji>- 

seRIAUZtQ^^flLLCC#..* 

JUL 1 4 I960 

i FBI —ATLANTA 


Approved: 


.M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 







KX 157-45 


^reported to 


rchat 


| | J. | | w -» .. j , l 

wife had intended to visit either the victim or someone 
the immediate area of the vi ctim's home on the night-oi tae 
explosion, but ! | refused to let her go. Explosives 

were reported bv l l ~to be available by theft xJPQBtj'a:; 

current road building project in the Ringgold area. 

] has not seen __ was una ^^ e 

She was likewise unable to furnish the first 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


to desar-Lhe him 
.najae„oa- 


_1 some 

away from home. She cJLaimea that[ 
Ringgold area. Since| 


or her addr ess in Ringgold, but said 


some of whom h ave married and move 
is well known in the 


3 


mnd the victim were 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


it.LiigguJ.U area • i i _ . 

friends, she said the victim’s father would probably be able to 
furnish her full name and address. The o nlv ot h er indi vidual 

she could ide ntify Who is acquainte d withL-.- I 1 ® a . .. 

(married name unknown), botn 


1 she said, is reported to preach on an 


itinerant basis at various unknown churches in the Ringgold 
vir.init.v. and may be known to area ministers. She claimed 


described him as having no known background, to be 
from "everywhere" and to be insane as well as drunken. His wife 
was reported to be considering divorce or separation but fears 
that if she leaves him, he will dynamite her home. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


the evenir 


g of 7/11 

that | 


"lexpected to leave Chattanooga 

r_1 J + 


UU tu 1 c tui 11 VV 1V*U && W*M f • 7 --X 

not be interviewed in Chattanooga, inasmuch 


<AS> out: was utJJ. taxu tna u -* —o- - ~ 

would expose her as the source of the information . She added that 

she was under the impression that[_]mental status and 

his reputation for making bombing threats are known to several 
Ringgold individuals who fear to mention it to authorities. 


and ,hi.s wife and 


3 


was reported to have been with£ 


her unidentified individuals about two weeks 
- 1 was questioned in his 


ago i I 

car by the | I He had s'truck his wife and was 

in a drunken condition, but had not been arrested inasmuch as his 
wife declined to file charges against him. She said all the above- 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


mentioned individuals are Negroes. 


On 7/11/6 


advised her 
mother as L_ 


file on 


t 


1 C redit Bur eau pf C hattanooga, b g 

listed his 


b7C 


2 



KX 157-45 

In view of the above, no open inquiry is being 

made at Chattanooga at this time. 

__-i j r , a locate and interview 
__ Atlanta, at hpr and j^ther 

logical sources allempt to luelrtify 


r>TTr' 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


END 


3 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 

SAC ( 157-102 ) 

DATE: 7/21/60 

FROM : 

SA DAVID R. GALLAGHER 


SUBJECT. 

HNfiTTB * Eoiabine of the residence of 

. TRinggold, 0 a ,, 5/19/60; 

MATTIE GREEN - VICTIM 

BOMBING MATTERS. 

b6 

b7C 


Re memo to file 5/19/60 


AT RINGGOLD, GA. 



On 5/19/60 the writer accompanied by Sk\_ _ 

contacted 

1 

|in regards to referenced memo. 

b6 


denied any knowledge of the alledged incident. 


157-102 

DRG/ 


} ~ 10 z- ~ d o 


■ 1 / • 




ftTAfy*^D FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


to : SAC ( 157-102 ) 


DATE: 7/22/60 


FROM 


SUBJECT; 


SA DAVID R. GALLAGHER 


UNSUB; Bombing of Residence of|_| 

Ringgold, Ga. , 5A9/60; 

MATTIE GREEN - VICTIM 

BOMBING MATTERS - 

Re Atlanta Teletypt to Director, 5/19/60 
Memo to file , 5/19/60 

Atlanta letter to Director, Att'n. FBI Lab,, 
Knoxville airtel to AT, 7/12/60 



5/26/60 


The following is a summary of investigation condtcted in this matter 
on and subsequent to 5?19/60. 


AT RINGGOLD, GA. 

On the evening of 5/19/60 while continuing the search at the explosion 
site Chief of Police JAMES ALTON found a piece of red and orange wire which was 
identiA®^ as being the type used in the manufacture of electric dynamite caps, 
T he wfound under some debris located near the southwest corner of the 
Oreep^iKp^dence, near the explosion origin, 

_IHe writer, JOHN D. STEWART, Sheriff of G a toosa County, and _ 

[ SA/GEI, continued the search ; however no other evidence other 
than that discovered by the investigating officers earlier in the day , and the 
piece of wire was located. 


b6 

b7C 


A description of the type of chemical believed to have been used as 
the explisive, and the container is set forth in the above-referenced letter 
from Atlanta to the Director, Att'n., FBI Lab. , 5/26/60.xaxfflKJhxaudj 

Sheriff STEWART advised that from observations made at the scene it 
appeared that the unsub , after preparing the chemical and arranging the 
fuse had to approach the rear of the house and place the explosive up under th e 
house in the general locality of the bedroom occupied by | 

STEWART advised that if an electric cap had been used the unsub would have to 
be in the nearby vicinity, depending on the length of the detonating wire, 
at the time of the explosion. 


b6 

b7C 


STEWART advised that an extensive neighborhood investigation failed 
to reveal that any person or vehicle was observed on the street immedietly 
following the explosion. 

STEWART advised that he had occasion ,to investigate another ‘ 
attempted dynamiting a year or so ago and it was determined that the individual 
or individuals had wrapped several sticks in a bundle with a long length of fuse 
which in turn was secured with tape and when the fuse was lit it would allow 
the person lighting same to beve at least 25 minutes to leave the area, STEWART 
advised that this attempted dynamithig had been vmsucessful inasmuch as the fuse 
failed to function. 



- 157-102 


Continuing STEWART advised that |_had not been involved 

in any racial disturbances at Ringgold, and on one occassion was the custodian 
of the county court house. 


STEWART advised however that I l and hi; 
.uirf—L-on each other and the possibility exists that 
1_|majr have been responsible for the bombing. 


had reportedly «teg 
or a person mad 


STEWART advised that during the investigation he heard that|_ 

and a group of negro males were meeting regularly at each others homes s 
dam people thought that perhaps a N AACP org anization was being formed. 
STEWART advised that he learned that I l and others were menbers of a 
group anti that practised at each other's homes. 


b6c> 


Ringgold, 


On 5/25/60 STEWART advised that the toll calls made to and from the 
Lden ce Tel. WEbster 5 2820, were reviewed for leads and it was determined 
I wife had been in contact witq a negro male from 


STEWART advised that he and S0T. I [ interviewed |_ 

determine if he and the victim had been dating and at the outset of the 
interview l I denied contacting the victim in any manner; however he 

subsequently admitted that he and the victim had been seeing each other 
frequently is fcha .t>a»t ; however th ey stopped but the victim continued to 
telephonies^^ | 1 the last be:.ng on UA5/6 0 . 


b6 

b7C 


_ dsriyised that a rumor among the negroes was to the effect that 

I I him86-?f,b bml stst off the explosion and were of the opinion this was true 
because | { was unhurt at the time of the explosion and his wife was killed 

eventhough they we re both oscupying the same bed. The rumor was also to the 
effect that | was fully dressed at the time the first witnesses arrived 

which was seconds after the explosion. 


STEWART and the writer discussed this phase of the explosion with 
(ijhief ALTON, who report* *. Uy arrived at the scene a few minutes after the explosion 
and he stated that ~~| only had on his shorts and was walking 

bar efooted in the rubble. AL ON advised that he assisted in locating shoes 
for | to prevent hin from injuring himself by stepping on a nail of other 

sharp objects. 


STEWART and ALTON both ag reed however that it almost impossible, 

after viewing the scene^that j [ suffered as little injury as he did when his 

wife who was occupying the same bed, which appeared to be a 3/h size waffered 
crushing injuries by having the ceiling and rafters fall on her* 


b6 

b7C 


S TEWART advised that in view of the rumors and insin uatio n 

effect that_was responsible for the bombing he requested 

to a polygraph examination at GBI headquarters at Atlanta, Ga. and t 
agreed. 


| to the 
Ito submit 
iat| 


STEWART and 


m 6/21 


b6 

b7C 

b7E 
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b6 

b7C 

b7E 


STEWART advised that he has contacted every known source in the county 
and almost every negro in the county concerning the bombing and he has heen 
unsucessful in an effort to identify the unsub. 

On 5/28/60 JAMES ALTON, COP, telephonically contacted the writer at 
DALTON adv ising that an in dividual contacted him advising that he heard from 
a child of | ~~| Ringgold, Ga., that | I also 

from Ringgold, had been together on the night of the bombing and that 1 | b7C 

reportedly talked in his sleep and mentioned dynamite. ALTON advised that 
that above information had been furnished to the sheriff. 


On 6/27/60 STEWART advised that he checked on the information furnished 
by ALTON and nothing of value was determined. 


STEWART was contacted on the below dates in an effort to determine 
what progress, if any , has been made tn identify the unsub and it was determined 
that there has been no information of value developed* 

5/26,27} 6/27 J 7/7,lV6o 


SC-T. 

dates with negative re 


_I was 

suits: 


contacted for the snae reason on the below -listed 


5/27j 6 / 6 ;7/18,22/60. 


_ , a negro, 

_ Rt. # 1, RLnggold, G a ,, refered to in Knoxville 

airtel to Atlanta, 7/12/60, was located and interviewed on this date after 

unsucessful attepts were mado on 7 / 20 , 21 / 60 , at which time she ad vised that _ 

she did not know the identity of the individual refered to as the]_ 

exc ept that thi s individual was at a negro get to gether near Cartersville sometime 

a oj_[advised that she may have repeat ed some of the stories that are 

going around concerning the bombing \ | appeared reluctant to discuss the 

matter and further stated that she is the only nagro living in a white community 
where several previous bombings have taken place and dees not want to become 
a ' victim ' herself# 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


The info rmation conc erning | l and his alledged activities 

were furnished SGT. | | this date# 

Inasmuch as there appears to be no federal violation over which 
the FBI has jurisdiction and inasmuch as the sheriff of Catoosa County ha£> 
requested no assistance in tie coverage of out of state leads no further 
investigation will be conducted UAC and the file is bfeing closed# 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


c. 

2 - 157-102 
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